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Suhd< 
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Xve read +Ka+ ih ahcieh+ +imes +hey used +o t>ury 
kihgs ahd ^>K<*raohs wi+K all +heir ^ossessiohs. 

Back +Heh X ^uess +hey +hou^h+ you could +ake 
your +Hihgs WITH you ih+o +he afterlife. 



Ylell, if X ^e+ buried wi+h all MY juhk, X r^h+ 
really REGRET it la+er oh. 













































Mom s HdVihg me do some s^>rihg cleahihg +o cje+ rid 
o-f +hihgs X doh + NEED. Vlell, +ha+ seemed like a 
^ood idea uh+il X realized jus+ how much s+u-ff X ve 
ac+ually GOT. 



X s^>eh+ +he whole morhihg c^oihg +hrou<jh my 
close+ ; ahd i+ s crazy how much was packed ih +here. 
Ahd i+ s ho+ like i+ was ORGANIZED or ahy+hihg. 
X Ve basically beeh +hrowih0 +hih<js ih my close+ sihce 
we *firs+ moved ih. 




















































Pi^ih0 through my closet was like goihg through 
my CHILDHOOD. A^d the farther tack X 
weht, the further tack ih TIME it took me. 

The stuff hear the froht of the close+ was all 
Juhk X tossed ih there over the ^>ast year, like 
homework assighmehts ahci comic tooks. But after 
X 30+ those thihgs out of the way, X started 
fihdihg stuff X FORGOT at out. 

for my tehth 
tirthday ahd a costume X wore for Halloweeh a 
few years ago. A^d there was a tuhch of other 
thihgs X didtft eVeh khow X still h<*d. 


JU toohd a model rocket JL got 
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ViKeh X ciu0 a li++le DEEPER, X ■fouhd some+bwhc^ 
X +K0U3K+ X d los+ YEARS a^o. X+ was a tihcjer 
■full o-f s+ickers X collec+ed ih +he +hird ^rade. 



X used +0 be OBSESSED wi+h s+ickers, especially 
+Ke scra+cH-ahd-shi-ff kihd. X collec+ed all +he 
GOOD smells, like bubble 30m ahd co++oh cahdy 
ahd +H<*+ sor+ o-f +hih^, bu+ X had all +he really 
GROSS ohes, +00. 


So wHeh a kid oh my s+ree+ wah+ed +0 khow wh<*+ 
^ira-ffe poop or ro++eh mea+ loa-f smelled like, 

+Hey d come +0 ME. 


+ 



Ohe o-f +Kese days X r*» tjohha wri+e my 

AUTOBIOGRAPHY, ahd i+s ^ohha include 
scra+ch-and-shi-ff s+i'ckers +o mark all +He 
drf-fereh+ momeh+s in my li-fe. 


And that’s when I realized I 
had stepped in dog poop! 



SCRATCH 

HERE! 
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X ke^>t through ry close+ ahd fouhd stuff 

•from KINDERGARTEN, like a fish X rncxcie iy 

Wd oh a ^>iece of cohstructioh ^>a^er. 




X used +o LOVE doih^ arts ahd crafts tack 
theh. A^d if aryohe ever tried to BULLY me 
about it; theyd ^et a face full of flitter. 


fVlOOSjy 


—Ittlltt - ! BE 5 
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Afto+Her ^rojec+ X fouhcl ih my close+ was a <jrf+ 
X made -for my mom ih preschool i>u+ heVer ^aVe 
her. X+ was a ^>a^>er -flower wi+h a ^>ic+ure o-f my 
-face ih +he middle, ^lued +o a ^o^sicle s+icjc. 



VsIKeh X made +he +Kih^ ; X i+ ih a li++le clay 
^>o+ -filled wi+h dir+. Bu+ X +ri^ed oh +he -froh+ 
s+e^> wheh X 30+ home -from school +h<*+ day,, ahd 
-rtvi+s w|y X hever ^ove i+ +o Ker. 














X was GLAD wheh X fihally reached +he back 
of my close+, bu+ +o be hohes+, X was a li++le 

DISAPPOINTED, +oo. 


Viheh X was youY\^tr X read +his book abou+ 
+hese kids who could Visi+ a whole differeh+ 
WORLD by cjoihg +hrou^h +heir close+, ahd X 
always wohdered if X mi^h+ be able +o do +he 
same +hih0 wi+h NINE. 


Bu+ X +hou^h+ +h<*+ whoever lived oh +he o+her 
side migh+ ho+ be +oo ha^y wi+h me for +ossih<j 
all my JUNK ih +here over +he years. 



a 





Wheh X +old Hon X was dohe en^>+yih<j ny close+ 
+oday, she said X heeded +o ^>u+ eVery+hihc^ ih+o 
+hree files' ohe +o kee^, ohe +o doha+e, ahd 
ohe +o +hrow away. Bu+ X figured if X had +o 
le+ ^o of ahy of ny juhk, X ni^h+ as well nake 
some MONEY off of i+. So X decided +o have a 
YARD SALE. 


Hon +hou^h+ +ha+ was a GREAT idea. So she 
^aVe ne a na^azihe +ha+ had all sor+s of +i^s for 

how +o do»+ Right. 


Family Frolic 

•\WROW AN fp/f 

Yard Safe/ 





















All +He ideas ih +He mA^Azihe were corhy Ahd 
old—faslvohecl, +H003H. sphere was ohe sec+ioh oh 

^>eo 

your yArd SAle, Ahd aII +He exAm^les +Hey sHowed 
were reAlly BORING. 


pie +o come +o 


How +o creA+e a sicjh +o <je+ 



X khew +U+ rf X WAh+ed ^>eo^le +o Ac+uAlly sHow 
u^> a+ my yArd SAle, X heeded +o do some+Hihcj a 
li++le more EYE-CATCHING. So X wHi^ed u^> a 
si^h X khew would do +He +rick. 
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$100 BILL 

found on sidewalk 


PLEASE COME TO 

12 SURREY STREET 

TO CLAIM YOUR PROPERTY 


X made a few copies of my si^h ahd headed out 
+o ^>os+ +hem arouhd +he hei^hborhood. Bert Horn 
s+o^ed me before X 30+ out* +he froht* door. 
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Mom made me make si^hs +ha+ were more like +he 
ohes ih +he macjazihe, ahd af+er X was fihished,, 

X s+a^>led +hem +o some +ele^>hohe ^>oles oh our 
s+ree+. Xheh X hauled eVery+hihg dowh from my 
bedroom ahd s+ar+ed se++ih<j i+ all ou+ oh some 
^>las+ic +ables. 

H-ach +able had i+s owh ca+e^ory, like "clo+hes” 
ahd books ahd +ha+ kihd of +hihg. Bu+ some 
s+uff wash + easy +o ca+e^orize, so X had +o ^e+ 
crea+ive. 


X had a buhch of ^if+s from my <jrahd^>areh+s ahd 
older rela+ives +ha+ X ve hever eveh TOUCHED, 
so X ^>u+ all +hose +hih<js +o^e+her oh ohe +able. 














v^sAit 
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Great Gifts 

FOR YOUR 

GWhclKi tls 

yMtu 


MU 


ti 


vM-t, 

•MfM, 
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X also had a buhch o-f bir+hday cards iha+ were s+ill 
ih ^re++y ^ood sha^e. So X used sortie whi+e-ou+ 

+o cover my name ahd se+ +hem ou+ oh +heir owh 
-table. 


happy 

%-DAY 


VN/U. 


-W 
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BirJ\ p re _wri++en 

lrthda n ' 

CARDS 


fjUST ADD 

honey 
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VtfjMu 


X f>v+ all my brokeh +oys oh aho+her -table ahd 
ho^ed some IrHle kids who cooldh + READ would 
come +o +he yard sale. 
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WYtv. YOU BREAK IT YOU BUY IT 
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X s+uffed dll my rahcjom i+ems, like mdrtles dhd 
d -few ^>ehcil s+ut>s, ih+o some +ube socks dhd 
+Kumt+dckecl +Kem +o d +dtle. 



'~7^m 

j—<25-—<x>- 

IT^\X 
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? MYSTERY, 
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#SOCK$ o ’ 

-N>< WHAT’S INSIDE? 
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X also cred+ed <* +dble full of +Ki^s for ^>eo^le 
wKo Had mohey +o t>urh. 



14 











































X ^>i/+ all ny old ar+s-ahd-cra-f+s ^rojec+s oh 
+Keir owh +at>le, jus+ ih case some kids heeded a 
^if+ for +heir ^>areh+s {>u+ didh*+ wah+ +o ^>u+ ih 

+he TIME. 
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QUALITY 
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CRAFTS 
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While X was fihishihcj u^>, Mom came ou+side +o 
check ou+ my yard sale, ahd she seemed f>re++y 
IMPRESSED. Bu+ she said X should hold oh +o 
+he +hih ( 0S X made myself, sihce +ha+ s+uff is 
really SPECIAL. 


X +old Mom +h<*+ if she wah+ed some+hihcj, she 
could always t>uy i+ HERSELF. So she offered 
me +hree dollars for +ha+ ^>a^>er fower X made 
for her ih preschool. 
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Mom seemed ^>re++y ea^er +o have +Ha+ +Hih^; ahd 
X could +ell i+ was wor+H more +Hah +Hree tucks 
+o Her. So X +old Mom i+ was all Hers -for TEN. 


X ^uess X ^>usHed my luck; +H003H; tecause sHe 
weh+ tack thsi’de wi+Hou+ tuyiha ANYTHING. 



VlHile X wai+ed for cus+omers +0 sHow u^ X 
s+ar+ed ^e-bhhg a li++le NERVOUS. X realized 
all my s+uff was jus+ lyih^ ou+ ih +He o^eh, ahd X 
Had ho way +0 s+oy ^>eo^>le from STEALING i+. 


So X called my tes+ friehd; Rowley Jt-f-ftrsoh, 
ahd asked Him +0 come dowh ahd te my THeft 
PreVeh+ioh Officer. 
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Bu+ Rowley said He was su^osed +o do some+Hih^ 
wi+H His dad +His a-f+erhooh, so He couldh + Hel^> 
me wi+H +He yard sale. 


X +old Him X d ^>romo+e Him +o XHef+ PreVeh+ioh 
MANAGER, ahd He d eVeh ^e+ +o wear a BADGE. 
Luckily, +U+ did +He +rick. 



As sooh as Rowley 30+ +0 my House, He s+ar+ed 
askih^ ai>ou+ +H<*+ BADGE. All X could -fihd was 
my old ■fire-fi^H+er cos+ume, i>u+ +Ha+ seemed +0 
make Him ■feel i'n^>or+rth+. 
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Rowley disked wh<*+ he was su^osed +o DO as +he 
Xheft PreVeh+ioh Maha^er, ahd X said mos+ly he 
heeded +o walk arouhd ahd crack his khuckles +o 
make sure hobody 30+ ahy fuhhy ideas. 


Bu+ Rowley washX ^>ayih^ ahy 


1 


ahy a++eh+ioh +0 nr 
ihs+ruc+iohs, because he was dis+rac+ed by a +able 
+h<*+ h^d a buhch of bir+hday ^if+s he d ^o++eh 
me over +he years. 

X m ^>re++y sure Rowley s MOM ^>icks ou+ my 
^reseh+S; sihce +heyVe always +hih^s +ha+ 
hel^> you LEARN. Ahd +hey re all s+ill ih mih+ 
cohdi+ioh ; because X h<*Veh + ac+ually OPENED ahy 
of +hem. 



SCIEDCE LAB 
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X doh + jchow wh<*+ nodule Rowley madder; +he Fac+ 
+H<*+ X was SELLING +Kis s+uFf or +he sicjh X 

^>u+ oh +Ke +ai>le. 



Rowley said X couldhT sell +hose +Kih^s because 
+Key were GIFTS. X +old Iw +hey were MINE; 
so X could do wh<*+eVer X WANTED wi+h +Kcm. 
A^d +Keh we ^o+ ih+o a bicj +u^-of-war over +he 
Ha^he+ Fuh se+. 
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IWs wheh our first cus+omers started to 
arrive. X told Rowley we could argue about this 
LATER , but -for NOW we heeded to act like 
PROFESSIONALS. 


At first just a -few ^eo^le showed u^>, but 
after a while a lot MORE came. Ahd wheh they 
started checkihg out my stuff, X weht ihto sales 
mode. I 



THE CRAFTSMANSHIP \ 
ON THIS PORCUPINE 

is REMARKABLE^/ 



QUALITY 

ARTSe 

CRAFTS 


0he lady seemed ih+eres+ed ih a collec+or s coih 
X 50+ from my uhcle, bu+ she com^laihed +ha+ 
i+ was DENTED. So X +hou^h+ *fas+ ahd +old 
her +he REASON i+ was deh+ed was because i+ 
s+o^ed a t>ulle+ ih VJorld Vlar II. 
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She didh + seem +o believe me, +Kou<jtw 

probably because +Ke coih was da+ed las+ year. 

X s^>eh+ a Io+ o*f +ime +ryih^ +o close +ha+ deal, 
ahd X s+ar+ed worrying +ha+ ^eo^>le were s+ealih^ 
t>eHihd ^y tack. Uh-for+uha+ely my Xhe-f+ PreVeh+ioh 
Manager was +o+ally useless, because he was busy 
^>layih0 wi+K +he ma^he+ se+. 
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X +old Rowley he d be++er s+ar+ doihcj his JOB 
or he was cjohha ^e+ FIRED. Bu+ Rowley said i+ 
washT a REAL jot airy way, because he washT 

^e++ih^ PAID. 




X ex^laihed +h<*+ X h<*dh + SOLD ahy+hih<j ye+ 
ahd didh + h<*Ve ahy MONEY +o ^>ay Kirv> wi+h* So 
wheh he said he was LEAVING, X +old h«rn he 
could ^>icjc ou+ ohe i+em from airy +able ahd THAT 
could be his ^aymeh+. 


Rowley seemed ^>re++y exci+ed abou+ +ha+ idea, ahd 
X +hou<jh+ -for SURE he d choose +he macjhe+ se+. 
Bu+ he headed s+rai^h+ For +he Rare X+ems +able 
ihs+ead. 


































X ex^laihed +ha+ +hose +hih^s were -for PAYING 
cus+omers ONLY; ahd +ha+ maybe he'd be 
ih+eres+ed ih some+hih^ -from +he Rub Joys +able. 
Bu+ Rowley wouldh + BUDGE. 


^Veh+ually he se++led oh +he Vampire Ba+ Shield. 
Aftd X was OK wi+h +h<*+; because i+ was really 
Jus+ a brokeh umbrella. Bu+ how Rowley was so 
w orrlt^ abou+ BATS +ha+ he couldhT cohceh+ra+e 
oh his Job. 



Vlhile Rowley was 
umbrella ; X +hou^h+ X saw a ^uy +ake ah ac+ioh 
•figure -from +he Collec+ibles +able ahd s+u-f-f i+ ih 
his ^>ocke+. So X rah over +o deal wi+h hirn. 


•foolih^ arouhd wi+h his s+u-pid 
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Bu+ +Ke ohly +HiVujs ih +He c^uy s ^>ocke+s 
some used +issues ahd car keys. 


were 



X was ^lad X was s+ayih^ ALERT, +Hou<jH> 
because X Headed off a major DISASTER. A 
^>icku^> +ruck gulled aloh^side +He curt, ahd some 
cjuy -from VvIHirley S+ree+ s+ar+ed ^>ilihcj my s+uff 
ih+o +He tack. 
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X askeci Kim wW Ke was DOING, ahd Ke said 
+H<*+ sihce +omorrow was +rasK day, Ke +hou^K+ 
+Ke s+uff by +Ke curt was for ^rabs. 



Bu+ X didhT K<*Ve +ime +o ex^laih +Ke cohce^+ of 
a yard sale +o +Kis ^uy, because all of a suddeh X 
Had ah eVeh BIGGER problem +o deal wi+H* 


X+ s+ar+ed +o RAIN, ahd everyohe was Headih^ 
tack +o +Keir cars. 

X was worried X migH+ heVer ^e+ +His mahy 
^>eo^>le +o come +o a yard sale a^aih, ahd X 
wah+ed +o sell SOMETHING +o make all +Ke 
effor+ wor+H i+. So X weh+ arouhd ahd marked 
dowh +He prices oh every i+em. 
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Theh i+ s+Ar+ed REALLY rAihihcj, Ahd X khew X 
was cjohhA K^ve +o do some+hih^ DRASTIC. 


X +Hrew a tohcK of s+uff ih+o BOXES, Ahd 
offered eveh BIGGER discouh+s. Bu+ by +heh i+ 

was +oo L+e AhywAy. 


\ \ 



X khew +Ha+ if X didh*+ ^e+ ry s+uff ihside, 1+ 
was aII cjohhA ^e+ RUINED. So X Asked Rowley 
+o kee^> His umtrelL over ny mos+ VAluA^le i+ems wHile 
X rAh eVery+Hih^ else ih+o +He ^ArA^e. 

Bu+ Rowley WASh + Ahy Hel^> a+ aII. 
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He said Kis sKi-f+ Kad jus+ ehded> ahd i+ was +ime 
■for Kim +o 30 Kome. 



was oh my owh. 
comic kooks ih+o +Ke ^ara^e; i>u+ t>y how +Ke tox was 
SOGGY; ahd +Ke i)o++om <jaVe ou+. 


X +ried carr 


y,h 3 


kox o-f 


Sol 
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X+ +ook me abou+ a hundred +ri^s +o ge+ 
eve ry+hihg ih+o +he garage. Bu+ X probably 
shouldh + have eVeh BOTHERED, because mos+ ofi 
my s+u-ff was already RUINED. 



X -figured X could s+ill make ONE sale, +hough. 
X +old Horn +ha+ ^>a^>er -flower was all hers fior 
+hree bucks. Uhfior+uha+ely b' 
her mihd. 


+h eh she'd chahged 
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Vledhesd*' 


St 


X m actually jciVid of GLAD hobody boucjHt ahytHihcj 
from my yard sale tHe otHer day, because if X 
ever ^et FAMOUS , tH<*t stuff is cjohha be wortH 
a LOT more mohey tH<*h X was askih<j for it. 


rd feel pretty dumb if X sold ohe of my old 
Homework assighmehts for fifty cehts ahd tHeh 
someohe auctiohed it off later oh for a few 
tHousahd dollars. 


f SOLD TO THE 
GENTLEMAN IN 
\THE STRIPED TIE! 



Ohe day, tHey II probably make my cHildHood Home 
ihto ohe of tHose places scHools Visit oh field tri^>s. 


2 <? 























Ahd i-f THAT Ka^ehs, +hey re ^ohha wah+ +o 
Have aII +He au+Heh+ic s+uff X owhed cjrowihcj u^> 



XHe reasoh X m ho+ ALREADY -famous is because 
wHeh yourt a kid, +Hey kee^> you busy wi+H scHool 
ahd Homework, so +Here s ho+ a lo+ o-f +ime le*f+ 
over +o make a NAME -for yourst\-f. 


ways a 

a HERO. V\y ^>areh+s 
hews every hi^H+, ahd +Here*s always a s+or> 
abou+ a kid savihg someohe -from cHokihcj or 
some+Kih^ like +Ha+. 



kid cah ac+ually <je+ -famous 


Bu+ ohe o-f +He 
is by becomih<j 
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T \\t problem is, +hose kihds of o^or+uhi+ies doh + 
come arouhd +K<*+ OFTEN. A^d believe me, Xve 
+ried +o ^>u+ myself ih +he ri^K+ ^Uce for +h<*+ 
sor+ of +Hih0 +o ha^eh. 
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Bu+ Xve ^o++eh kihd of +ired of WAITING , so 
X decided +o +ry ahd crea+e a si+ua+ioh wKere X 
was GUARANTEED +o be a Kero. X figured if 
X saved someohe from a do^ a++ack, +Keyd make 
a s+a+ue of me ahd ^>u+ i+ ih +Ke +owh ^>ark, wKicK 
would be ^>re++y cool. 


Rowley didh + seem so sure abou+ my idea wKeh X 
ex^laihed i+ +o Kim. Bu+ wKeh X said Ked be a ^>ar+ 
of +Ke s+a+ue, +oo, Ke cKah^ed Kis +uhe. 



So X 30+ some bacoh ou+ of our refri<jera+or ahd 
Kad Rowley s+uff i+ ih Kis ^>ocke+s. XKeh we weh+ 
arouhd +Ke heigKborKood lookihcj for some DOGS. 
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Vie DID a-Hrac+ Some doc^S, tu+ +Key wereh’+ +he 
kihd X was LOOKING lor. 



yMf. VM- **+ 


Rowley cjo+ so htrvous abou+ +He docjs followihcj 
us +Ka+ He ATE +He uhcooked tacoh, wHicH X ve 
Heard cah t>e really BAD for you. So X +old His 
^>areh+s wH<*+ Ha^ehed, ahd +Hey +ook Hir^ +o a 
doc+or Jus+ +o be sure. 
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X 3 uess X saved Rowley s life after all, which 
does sort of make me a Kero, if you +hihk about 
i+. But X doh + khow if +ha+ s really the kihd of 
thihg they make ih+o a s+a+ue. 



Maybe X m thihkih^ too SMALL wi+h this s+a+ue 
idea, ahyway. Xf X do some+hih^ REALLY bicj, 
they II make my bir+hday ih+o a ha+iohal holiday. 


7 


ay 


ay. 


Xha+ would be pretty awesome, because +heh 
t^tryoY\t will ^e+ the day off from school ahd 
work, ahd +Key II have ME +o +hahk for i+. 


3 + 




"The +KiV>3 is, whehever +here*s a off from 
school -for a ha+iohal holiday, X heVer eVeh 
THINK ai>ou+ +he ^>ersoh iVs hamed after. X Just 
ho^>e that oh MY holiday, ^>eo^le will s^ehd the 
whole day ref ec+ih^ oh my life. 



sniff 

SNIFF 


But wi+h MY luck they II just use it as ah 
o^or+uhi+y to sell furhi+ure or some+hih^. 


it s the GREG HEFFLEY WEEKEND 

HOLIDAY SALE! 

WITH PRICES SO LOW IT’S 


HAZY/ 


RECLINERS! 


SOFAS! 1 MATTRESSES! I END TABLES! I 
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APRIL 


Suhd< 
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All +he raih we Ve teeh ^e++ih^ has teeh nakih^ 
every+hih^ ^row like crazy. A^d +ha+ really 
s+ihks, because i+s MY Jot +o weed our cjardeh. 


X doh + khow why Mon ^aVe me +his Jot, tecause 
she khows X m BAD a+ i+. X cah + +ell +he 
di-fferehce te+weeh a weed ahd some+hih^ +ha+*s 

SUPPOSED +o te ih +he ^ardeh, ahd X kee^> 

n ?? lh 3 “l*he wrohcj s+u-fT ty mis+ake. 


t 



k-(-(zrzY\<LZ te+weeh a weed ahd a ^>lah+. X te+ 
+here are places ih +he world where ^eo^>le +hihk 
ASPARAGUS is a weed, ahd ri^h+ how +here's 
some kid my a^e tus+ih^ his hum^> ^ullih^ i+ u^>. 
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X doh + uhders+ahd why GRASS ish + cohsidered 

a weed/ because i+ sure looks like ohe +o ME. Bu+ 
^>eo^le like my dad s^>ehd +heir eh+ire weekehds 
+ryihcj +o ^e+ +Keir lawh +o look jus+ ri<jh+ so +hey 
cah impress +heir hei^hbors. 


XII +ell you +Kis* Ylheh X ^e+ a ^>lace o-f ry 
OWN; X rn ^ohha PAVE +he whole yard. Xh<*+ 
way X cah s^>ehd my weekehds ENJOYING 
nysel-f. 


^wAv' 1 ! 

***' J| 





Ur 
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Xm ^ohhc* saVe a TON of mohey by ^>avih<j the 
yard. My dad spends a FORTUNE oh lawh 
fertilizer, ahd X doh*t thihk that stuffs GOOD 
for you. Ahd the ^>roof is my hector Fre^ley, 
who's always out ih his yard ricjht after they Sf>ray. 



X'm pretty sure all those lawh chemicals cah mess 
with your GENES. So if X ehd u^> with a third 

blame my PARENTS. 


eye or somethihg, X m cjohha 
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VJHeh X KaVe ry owh ^>lace, EVERYTHING S 

cjohha t>e differeh+. A^d X ^ ho+ Jus+ +alkihg 
ai>ou+ +Ke LAWN, ei+her. 

X USED +o +K^k X wah+ed +o live ih a i)icj 
mahsioh wi+K a ^iah+ c^a+e arouhd i+. Bu+ +Keh 
X realized if X was famous, everyohe would khow 
wHere X LIVED. 
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So my NEW ^>lah is +o build a really SMALL 

House +U+ doesh + a++rac+ a lo+ of a++eh+ioh. 

A^d +Heh all +He GOOD s+uff will be 





—Or 











^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

Xve ^o+ ideas for wH<*+s ^ohha cjo oh eacH level. 

Xh fac+ ; X jus+ fihisHed desi^hih^ +He fif+H floor 
las+ week/ ahd i+s probably my FAVORITE. 
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ARCHERY RANGE 






















































X m a Ii++le worried at>ou+ livih^ UNDERGROUND, 
+K0U3K, because my bro+her Rodrick lives ih our 
t>asemeh+, ahd XVv ho+ sure +h<*+s HEALTHY. 
So X m cjohha h<*Ve +ohs of screehs +h<*+ LOOK 
like wihdows +0 make i+ feel like X m livihg oh +he 
surface. 



^lahhihg oh h<*Vih^ moVihg sidewalks everywhere. 
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V\y i>a+K+ut> is ^ohha be made of cjlass, ahd i+ II si+ 
ihside a <jiah+ a^uariura so X cah feel like X ^ ih 


+Ke OCEAN. 


















My securi+y sys+em is ^ohha be SUPER hi<jh 
+ecK. X Ve desired all sor+s of booby +ra^s for 
ahyohe who +ries +o ^e+ ihside. 


A^d if someohe ^e+s ^>as+ +he froh+ door, X II 
Jus+ wai+ +hem ou+ ih my ^>ahic room, which is 
^ohha h<*Ve s+eel walls +h<*+ are +hree fee+ +RicJk. 




i n 
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Wery so of+eh Xll ^rotatly have <* ^>ar+y or 

e cah see how awesome my house 
is. Bu+ if +hey s+ay +oo LATE, X II have a way +o 
^e+ +hem ou+ of +here ahd tack u^> +o s+ree+ level. 




All +his s+uff is ^ohha te EXPENSIVE, so 
i+s ^oihg +o +ake a while for me +o save ehoucjh 
mohey +o make i+ ha 
hur+ +o s+ar+ ^lahhih^ NOW. 


^eh. Bu+ X -figure. i+ cah + 







Frit1< 


%- 


X was doih 0 my homework las+ ni^H+ when Pad 
called we downs+airs. Mom was a+ +Ke ki+cHen 
+at>le, and sKe seemed ^>re++y u^>se+. 



Pad +old os Grea+ Aon+ Rei>a passed away in Her* 
slee^. X have a LOT o-f c^rea+ aun+s, +Koo^K> and 
a+ -firs+ X couldh'+ remember which ohe she was. 

Horn remihded me +h<*+ Auh+ Reba was +he ohe 
who used +o sehd me ah^ry le++ers wheh X for^o+ 
+o wri+e her +hahk-you ho+es for my bir+hday 
mohey. A^d +heh X khew EXACTLY which ohe 
she was. 


X ^uess MANNY remembered Aoh+ Reba, because 
he seemed ^>re++y u^>se+ she h<*d died. 
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So +ohigK+ Horn read Kin a took she read +o ME 
wKeh Heenvjw passed away. 


VResToN KaWs 

Says Good-bye 



Mon Us a wKole SHELF of +Use Pres+oh Pla+^us 
books, ahd each ohe covers a differeh+ +o^ic. 

SU d ^>ull ohe ou+ eVer^ +ine X d Uve +o decxl wi+K 
sone+Hihg NEW. 
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VJHeh X -fouhci +Ke books ih Moms close+ ( , X read 
+Hem all ih ohe a-f+erhooh. X probably sKouldh + 
Have dohe +Ha+, +Hou<jH> because +Hose books 
+urhed me ih+o a Y\tr\/ous WRECK. 


wss^^ypds 

Gets 8 MWf, 

Bwfayf ; T$ 6 P 0N PlaTm 
\W\g\ lllM-or.&fy 




?r6ston PtaTr% 

Goes to the 
dentist 
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0 he of +he hooks was abou+ how Pres+oh Pla+y^>us 
was sad +ha+ a +ree ih his yard died ahd had +o 
he cu+ dowh. Viell, wheh my ^>areh+s said +hey 
heeded +o +ake dowh a dead +ree ih OUR yard, 
X was a +o+al MESS. 







So my ^>areh+s decided NOT +o cho^> i+ dowh. 
Bu+ +heh a few weeks la+er +he +ree fell ih a 
wihds+orm ahd +ook ou+ half our deck. 
























The Pres+oh Pla+y^>us books all follow +he same 
[>asic formula. A+ firs+, Pres+oh’s worried abou+ 
some+hihg^ ahd +heh his mom +ells Kim +hih<js are 
cjohha be OK, ahd she +urhs ou+ +o be RIGHT. 


X ^uess +he reasoh X ke^>+ readih^ +hose Kooks 
was because X always Ko^ecJ +here would be a bi^ 
TWIST a+ +he ehd. A^d +heh X d be disa^oih+ed 
wheh +Kere WASN’T. 


So X s+ar+ed comihcj u^> wi+h 
+he books. A^d wheh Mom saw wh<*+ X drew ih +he 
back of "Pres+oh Pla+y^>us Goes +o +he Zoo/’ she 
+ook me +o see a couhselor. 
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Sa+urd< 


St 


"Tociay was Auh+ Reba s fuheral. Mon said we K<*d 
+o 30 because Auh+ Reba didh*+ K<*Ve nucK fanily, 
so we heeded +o sKow our su^or+. 


SKe +old us we all K<*d +o wear BLACK +o +Ke 
fuheral, bu+ wKeh Rodrick cane ou+ wearihcj +Ke 
ou+*fi+ Ke wore +o Kis las+ rock cohcer+, Mon nade 
Kin op back ihside ahd CHANGE. 



XK<*Vs wKy we were fif+eeh nihu+es la+e +o +Ke 
fuheral. ViKeh we 30+ +Kere, +Ke service K<*d already 
s+ar+ed; so we jus+ s+ood ih +Ke back beKihd a 
crowd of ^>eo^le. X d heVer beeh ih a cene+ery 
for +W LONG before, so X fel+ a li++le 

NERVOUS. 
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Tha+s because Rodrick always says +ha+ wheh you 
^o by a ceme+ery, you heed +o hold your brea+h 
so you doh+ swallow a GHOST. VJell, X held 
my brea+h -for as loh^ as X COULD +oday, bu+ 
+here was ho WAY X could make i+ +hrou^h +he 


whole -fuheral 





iMt. 




X Jos+ Ko^»e X didh + swallow ahy ^hos+s, because 
middle scKool is Hard ENOUGH wi+Kou+ beihg 
possessed by a ^ersoh -from +He l600s. 
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Some of +Ke tombstohes had quotes oh then^ ahd 
that 30+ me thihkih^ about what X waht writteh 
oh MINE. Hopefully XII say somethihcj really 
WISE ri^ht before X die^ ahd they'll carve my 
last worcis ohto my tombstohe. 


But X II probably say somethihcj really DUMB,, 
ahd they'll use it ahyway. 




\YvV£wi 

tSVvW. 

\WHxM 




HEFFLEY 




“Does this have 
chickpeas in it? 
Because I’m 
allergic to 
chickpeas!’ 

Xve 30+ a lot of (^ues+iohs about what ha^ehs 
+0 you after you die. Eor ohe th ihg, X wahha 
khow how you LOOK ih the afterlife. 


Sv 


4VsM4^M» 


Mt*. 
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Xf eVeryohe s a^earahce is frozeh wheh +hey ^>ass 
away, +heh bfeaveh probably looks a lo+ like Leisure 
Xowers. 



X wahha khow wha+ you WEAR u^> ih HeaVeh, 

+oo. Xf you re s+uck ih +he clo+hes you had oh 
jus+ before you died; X seriously ho^>e ho+Lhg bad 

ha^ehs +o me oh HALLOWEEN. 



5+ 














X II "tell you +Ws: X wonno s+oy olive -for os lohg os 
X coh. Bift X wouldh + woh+ +o live FOREVER. 


VJKeheVer you see o movie okou+ Someone wHo 
becomes IMMORTAL, ihere's olwoys o CATCH 
+Ko+ +o+olly ruins i+. 

THE GOOD NEWS 
IS, YOU'RE GONNA 
LIVE FOREVER* 



GREAT* 


THE BAD NEWS IS, YOU’ReX 
A VAMPIRE AND YOU )\ 
HAVE TO DRINK PEOPLE’S ) 
BLOOD TO SURVIVE. 






DANG 

IT* 




ir 

' CAN’T GO ’ 
ni \TQTnr tm 

1 1 





l L>*vJ 1 11N j 

\ DAYLIGHT. / 












VJHen o person is immor+ol, +Hey olwoys Hove +o 
HIDE i+ -from everyone else. X ^<jess i-f ^eo^le 

know you con + die, +Hey +reo+ you like o 

MONSTER or Some+Ln^. 
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Bu+ if X was immor+al, X wouldn + even TRY +o 
Hide i+. Xn fac+, Xd men+ion i+ every cHance X 
COULD. 



f YEAH, WELL, I \ 

/ MAKE SURE YOU ^ 
( FASTEN YOUR , 

1 ' 

i CAN'T DIE, SO 

V WHATEVER? J 



Xn school we learned atou+ +He world s religions 
and How everyone Relieves differen+ +Kin^s. Xn 
some places, +Hey telieve +Ha+ wHen you die, you 
cje+ retorn as someone ELSE. 


Some ^>eo^le +Kinjc you can come tack as a +o+ally 
different crea+ure, like an animal or an insec+ or 
some+Kin^. A^d WWAT you come tack as defends 
on if you were GOOD or BAD. 

VJell, +H<*+ ac+ually makes me a li++le worried, 
tecause X ve done a few +Hin^s in my life X m no+ 
+Ka+ ^>roud of. 
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Ahd if PLANTS have feelilr^s, +heh X could 
REALLY t>e ih +rouble. 



Hopefully +Kere s s+ill ehou^h +ime for me +o majce 
+hih^s ri<jh+. Because X seriously doh*+ wah+ +o 
come hack as a duh^ tee+le ih my hex+ life. 
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Mom +old us Auh+ Reba didh + h<*Ve a lo+ oF 
■family,, bu+ she did have lo+s o-f FRIENDS; which 
would ex^laih why +here were so mahy ^>eo^le a+ 
her Fuheral. 


Well; X'd be++er s+ar+ addih^ some hew -friths 
MYSELF; or X m ho+ ^ohha draw much o-f a 
crowd wheh iVs all over For me. 



Viheh +he service ehded +oday; tVtryoY\z s+ar+ed 
+o leave. X +hou^h+ X d reco^hize SOME ^>eo^le; 
because X khow +h<*+ A^h+ Reba h<*d a couple 
oF sis+ers who are s+ill alive. 3u+ X didh'+ see 
ANYBODY X khew; which was weird. 
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Mom seemed cohfused> +oo. Vl^eh +he crowd 
+Kihhed ou+, we made our way +o +Ke cjraVesi+e. 
A^d +H<*Vs wKeh we -figured oo+ wed teeh a+ +he 

WRONG FUNERAL 



By +Ke +ime we 30+ +o Avh+ Rebas ^rave, +He 
ceremohy was over ahd everyohe was 



All X cah say is, X ho^>e A^h+ ^ei>a was 
lookih^ dowh -from HeaVeh ahd havihcj a cjood 
lau^K at>ou+ us missih^ her fuheral. Bu+ from 
wU+ X remember abou+ her, she wash + really 
+he +y^>e 

ANYTHING. 


of ^>ersoh +o KaVe a ^ood laucjh abou+ 







Mohd« 


{ t 


Purih^ dihher +ohi^K+^ Mom said we heeded +o 
have a -family mee+ih^. Ahd -family mee+ihgs are 
heVer much FUN. 


Mom +old us Auh+ Reba lived a really humble li-fe 
ih a small a^>ar+meh+, bu+ +ha+ she had beeh 
care-ful wi+h her mohey ahd made some really 
smar+ ihVes+meh+s. Ylell, X had NO idea why 
Morn was +ellihg us all +his. 



Bu+ +heh came +he bi’3 hews. Mom said +ha+ Auh+ 
Reba le-ft all her mohey +o her FAMILY. A^d i+ 
+ook me a secohd +o realize +ha+ ihcluded US. 


A^areh+ly, wheh you -fihd ou+ +his sor+ o-f hews 
you re ho+ su^osed +o ac+ HAPPY abou+ i+, 
because X 3uess +haVs disres^ec+-ful +0 +he ^>ersoh 
who passed away. Bu+ hobody +old us KIDS +ha+. 
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A£te>' Hon <jo+ os +o settle dowh, sHe said we 
heeded +o have a strious discossioh ai>ou+ wha+ +o 

do W.+H oor INHERITANCE. 


X Already khew EXACTLY how X was c^ohha 
s^ehd NY share. 
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Rodrick said \\e wah+ed +o use HIS share +o buy a 
+our bus for his bahd, ahd Pad wah+ed +o buy some 
really ex^ehsive -figurines -for his Civil Vlar diorama. 
Mahhy wah+ed +o use HIS mohey +o -fill u^> his 
bedroom wi+h chocola+e ^uddih^ for some reasoh. 



Bu+ Morn sho+ dowh eVeryohe s ideas. She said 
we were makihg +his decisioh as a FAMILY , ahd 
wha+eVer we did wi+h +he mohey was cjohha have 

+0 behefi+ EVERYBODY. 


Theh she +old us HER idea, which was +o use +he 
mohey for HOME IMPROVEMENTS. 
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was a reAlly BORING 
ideA, bu+ ho+ ME. X rah u^s+airs +o ^e+ +he 
blue^>rih+s -for my dream house, ahd X weh+ 
+hrou^h +hem, -floor by -floor. 




Bu+ Morn said +he mohey Aoh+ Reba lef+ us 
wouldh+ eVeh ^ay -for +he ice-ska+ihg rihk X 
desi^hed for +he secohd level. So X +ried ou+ some 
o-f my LESS ex^ehsive ideas, like +he couch wi+h a 
buil+-ih +oile+. 
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Mom washT crazy about THOSE ideas, either. She 
said she was thihkihg about usihg the mohey -for ah 
ADDITION. Well, that souhded like a GREAT 
idea +o ME. X -figured i-f we added +wo more 
s^orlts +o +he +o^ o-f our house, +heh eVer^ohe ih 
+he -family could h<*Ve +heir owh FLOOR. 
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Rod rick wah+ed +o make +he c\dd*+ioV^ ih+o <x 
record^ s+odio ; ahd P<*d wah+ed +o make i+ dill 
^Uss so he could show off his Civil VUr dior<*mdi +o 
+he hei^hhors. 



M<*hry had his OWN id edi for wh<*+ +o ^>u+ ih 
+he diddi+ioh^ t>u+ X +h»Vik i+ wdis mos+ly Jus+ +he 
chocoU+e ^uddihg +h»Vi^ di^diih. 


Of course Mom didh+ like <A)ry of OUR ide<*s, <*hd 
she said she h<*d <* +o+<*iy DIFFERENT ^Uh for 
wh<*+ +he diddi+ioh should i>e. 
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Mon said she's always wah+ed a bi^er KITCHEN, 

ahd she was really exci+ed +o use +he mohey -for 

THAT. 



Hohe of us really liked +ha+ idea, +hou^h, ahd we 
ke^>+ traihs+ormih^ OTHER +hih^s we could f>u+ 
ih +here. 


Bu+ how Mom was MAD. She said she was +he ohly 
^ersoh ih +he -family who ever seh+ Aoh+ Reba a 
+hahk-yoo ho+e -for ahy+hihg, so SHE was ^ohha 
decide how +o use +he mohey. A^d for some reasoh, 
+ha+ was +he ehd of +he cohVersa+ioh. 
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See, +His is w|y leavih^ your rela+ives mohey is a bad 
idea. All i+ does is make eVeryohe MISERABLE. 


X ^ ho+ ^lahhih^ oh leavih^ ANY mohey behihd 
wHeh X 30. 

+Kere's ho+Kih^ le-f+ -for ^eo^>le +0 FIGHT over. 


X ^ohha s^>ehd every las+ ceh+ so 



X cah GUARANTEE +U+ me ahd my bro+hers 
are ^ohha ^3^+ over w^a+eVer ihheri+ahce we 3e+ 

■from Morn ahd Pad. A^d X ALREADY worried 
+U+ X J m ho+ c^ohha ^e+ my -fair share. 
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Xh<*+'s because wKeh X firs+ learhed +o wri+e ry 
hame, Rod rick made me si^h a buhcK of pieces of 

^>a^>er. A^d wKo KNOWS wh<*+ kihds of +R'h^s 



+oo. Bu+ X doh+ +R’hk i+ works like +ha+ 
ahymore. 
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Xf Ke s RIGHT, +Kou^K> +Keh X ^ ^lad X m +Ke 
SECOND ih lihe ahd ho+ +Ke THIRD, because 
Mahays 

wi+K +wo older bro+Kers ih froh+ of Kim. Ahd 
+HaVs +Ke reasoh X always wa+ch my back arouhd 

+U+ kid. 



30+ IMU cbahce a+ ^e++ih^ ahy mohey 


6 *? 




















MAY 


Sa+urd< 




XKe cjrea+ +Kihc^ abou+ +Kis addi+ioh is +K<*+ i+ 
^ives me some+Kihg +o tra^ at)ou+ +o Rowley oh our 
way +o school. 


X +old Rm Kow our hew ki+cKeh is cjohha have 
^rahi+e couh+er+o^>s ahd a +ile -floor ahd t>rahd~hew 
a^liahces. Bu+ ihs+eacl o-f ^e++ih3 JEALOUS , he 
ac+ed HAPPY -for me. So X doh + uhders+ahd wh<*+ 
kihd o-f ^ame he s ^>layih<j. 



Rowleys house is hewer +hah ours, ahd i+s a lo+ 
BIGGER; +oo. 
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Ahd +H<*+ s ho+ ri^h+j because Rowley s ah ohl 
child, so he doesh + eVeh NEED all +ha+ room. 


Back wheh Rowley firs+ moved ih, X +old Kirn 
we should +rade houses +o make +R’h^s more 
FAIR. Rowley +hou^h+ +h<*+ was a <jood idea, 
bu+ uhfor+uha+ely his dad DIDNT. A^d X +hihk 
+h<*+'s wh<*+ cjo+ me ahd Mr. Jeffersoh s+ar+ed off 
oh +he wroh^ foo+. 



Anyway, X m ac+ually ^e++ih^ kihd of EXCITED 
for cohs+ruc+ioh +o be<^ih, because i+s ^ohha be 
NICE havihg some more s^>ace. Bu+ X ^uess 
+hey Ve ^o++a do <* buhch of ^>a^>erwork before +hey 
cah ^e+ s+ar+ed for real. 
















Pad wah+s +o fix a few +hihcjs arouhd +he house 
before cohs+ruc+ioh becjihs ahyway, ahd he wah+s me 

ahd Rod nek +o HELP h im. 


says ohee me a 
places, weVe ^ohha have +o khow how +o do repairs 

OURSELVES. X kee^> +ellih^ Pad +ha+ by +he 
+ime we re HIS a^e, we woh + HAVE +o fix +hih<js 
ourselves. Bu+ he heVer seems +o wah+ +o hear i+. 


hd Rod rick ^e+ our OWN 




ViheheVer Pad +ries +o +each me how +o do some+hih^ 
always 

of weeks a^o he showed me ahd Rodrick how +o 
chah^e a +ire, bu+ X ^uess X los+ ih+eres+ wheh he 
s+ar+ed +alkih^ ab ou+ lucj hu+s ahd air pressure. 


have +rouble followih^ aloh^. A couple 


hew, X 
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Pad was frus+ra+ed X wash*+ f<yih<j a++eh+ioh, 
ahd He asked me wH<*+ X m cjohha do if X ever 
^e+ s+uck by +He side of +He road wi+H a fa+ +ire. 
X +old Him Xm ^lahhih^ oh Hiyihcj a WHISTLE, 
ahd XU Jus+ t>low i+ if X ever heed Hel^>. 



73 



































X 3 uess +K<*+ was +Ke wroh^ ahswer, +Kou^K, 
because sihce +Keh Pads beeh oh ry case +o learh 

Kow +o do +Kih<js -for MYSELF. 

Xoday Pad said Ke was ^ohha +eacK ne Kow 
+o "shake a drafh/’ wKicK didh*+ souhd like 
fuh +o ME. Ahd wKeh X fouhd ou+ i+ was a 

Plumbing +K»h<j, x 30+ scared. 


Xve Kad a fear of ^lunbih^ ever sihce X was 
a li++le kid. X+'s all because X oVerKeard Mon 
+alkih<j +0 Pad ou+side ry bedroom jus+ after 
moved ih. 


we 
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VJU+ X didh + khow THEN was +ha+ <jrou+ is +he 
ari-Hv s+u-ff t>e+weeh +^e ba+hroon +iles. Bo+ wKeh 


Mon said +Ka+ word; i+ ^u+ a ^>ic+ure ih ny nihd. 



Sihce X'd hever SEEN +he Grou+, X -figured i+ 
nus+ Hide ih +Ke ^i^es w^eheVer X walked ih+o +he 
ba+Hroon. So +Ka+ made me hervous arouhd -fauce+s 
ahd draihs. 








































X was scared +K<*+ ohe day +he Grou+ was cjohha 
^rat> ohe of my ahkles wKch X was ih +he slower 
ahd ^>oll me dowh +he draih. 

Ahd X d«’dh + feel safe ih Mom ahd Pad s 
t>a+Kroom ; ei+Ker, because X figured +he Grou+ 
could Jus+ sli+Ker +hrou^h +he ^i^es ahd ^e+ me ih 
THERE if i+ wah+ed +o. 


X +HougH+ maybe X could a+ leas+ s+o^> +he 
Grou+ from cje++ihcj ou+ of +he fauce+s by 
BLOCKING +Kem. So ohe day X weh+ arouhd 
+Ke House ^u++ih<j balloohs over all of +He hozzles, 
wHicH +urhed ou+ +o be a ^>re++y dumb move how 
+U+ X +Hihk abou+ i+. 
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X khew X heeded a way +o DEFEND myself if 
+Ke Grou+ ever came af+er me while X was usih^ 
+he t>a+hroom. Ahd X fouhd +he ^>erfec+ wea^oh 
ih +he cat>ihe+ uhderhea+K +he sihk. 



From +heh oh, i-f X was ih +he ta+hroom, X was 

ARMED. 



\ 




Bu+ la+er X s+ar+ed +o worry +H<»+ +He GroiA 
mi^h+ sli^> ou+ o-f +Ke ba+hroom ahd ^e+ me ih my 

BEDROOM. 
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Ahd a few -times X was sure i+ was ac+ually ri^h+ 
+Kere ih +He room WITH me. 



Bu+ wHeh X woke u^> ih +he morhihcj, +he Grou+ 

was GONE. 


I 



Eihally, X +old Horn X was +oo scared +o slee^> 
alohe because X was a-fraid of +he Grou+. 
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Mom +hou<jl\+ +he whole +hih<j was HILARIOUS 
ahd showed me wh<*+ <jrou+ REALLY was. 

Xheh she +old me tUt o mobster is ohly real i-f you 

BELIEVE ih it, dihd i-f X stored tHihkihg the 
Croat wos real; it would DISAPPEAR. 

X realized that was EXACTLY what the Croat 
would WANT me to thihk, ahd X wohdered i-f 
the Croat was ac+ually ^re+ehdih^ +o be MOM. 

So -from +ha+ ^>oih+ oh } X ke^>+ my bedroom door 
LOCKED; jus+ ih case. 












H-Veh+ually X ^uess X DID s+o^> believih^ ih 
+He Groirh VJell ; a+ leas+ uh+il TODAY; wheh 
Pad uhclo^ed +Ke draih ahd polled ou+ a ^lob 
of HAIR. Ahd for ME; +ha+s all +Ke ^>roof X 
NEEDED. 



X s^>eh+ +Ke res+ of +he day locked ih my room. 
Ahd +Ka+ was wKere X ^>lahhed oh STAYING; 
a+ leas+ uh+il Pad +ook m^ 
wi+K a screwdriver. 


door off +he hihcjes 


X didh + eVeh khow you could DO +ha+. So Pad 
should t>e Ka^)^>y; because he ac+ually +au<jh+ me 
some+hihg NEW +oday. 
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Suftday 

Ihis morftift^, Pad woke me aftd Rod rick u^> early 
aftd +old us we had +o 30 wi+h Kir^ +o +he home 
im^roVemeft+ s+ore. He said he had a day of chores 
lifted u^> for us, aftd we fteeded +o <je+ some sullies. 


XVs beeft a while siftce we weft+ +o +he home 
im^roVemeft+ s+ore , aftd +he las+ +ime we were 
+here, we 30+ kicked ou+. “Tha+'s because Haftft' 
used +he +oile+ oft +he display -floor. 




i 

A. 

8 





Pad weft+ off +o fiftd s+uff +o fix +he washift^ 
machifte, aftd he seft+ me aftd Rodrick +o cje+ some 
o+her +hiftgs, like wood s+aift aftd ^aift+brushes. 
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XU +ell you +Kis- X*f +Keres ever a zombie ihVasioh 
or some+Kihg like +Ka+, X m Keadih^ STRAIGHT 
■for +Ke Koine im^roVemeh+ s+ore. Because +Kere's 
s+u-ff ih +Kere +Ka+ cah do some SERIOUS damage. 







VJKeh we ^o+ back Kome, Pad +old me ahd 
Rod rick we were ^ohha s+aih +Ke deck. He said 
we d K<*Ve +o ^>aih+ arouhd +Ke Ko+ +ub sihce i+ 
was +oo KeaVy +o move. 


Hohes+ly, XwisK we hever GOT +Ke Ko+ +ubj 
because +K<*+ +Ki^ K<*s beeh ho+Kih^ bu+ 


TROUBLE. 
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XWs wih+er, +Ke Ko+ +ut almos+ KILLED me, 
ho+ ONCE, t>u+ TWICE. 


0he hi^K+ we Kad a L3 s+orm, ahd +he s+ra^> 
Koldih^g dowh +Ke Ko+ +ut cover cane uhdohe. So 
Pad +old me X had +o ^e+ ou+ +here ahd FIX rh 



Af+er X 30+ oh all ry wih+er ^ear, X weh+ 
ou+side +0 deal wr+h +his +^^3. TW cover was 
■fla^^ih^ arouhd like CRAZY, ahd i+ wash+ eas^ 
+ryih3 +0 wres+le i+ tack dowh. A^d Jus+ wheh 
X +H0U3K+ X WAD i+, a ti'3 316+ of wihd came 
ahd tlew +Ke cover clear off +he deck. 
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But X was still Koldih^ oh to the cover; so X 
weht flyihq WITH i+. 



Xf there hadhT beeh three feet of SNOW oh 
the ^rouhci; that wouldve teeh IT for me. 


Af+er X checked to make sure X didhT have ahy 
trokeh toheS; X draped the cover through the 
show ahd up the stairs. A^d by the time X 30+ 
+0 the TOP; X was completely EXHAUSTED. 
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B>u+ +H<*+ s ho+ +he ehd of +he s+ory. The hose 
Pad used +o FILL +he ho+ +ub was ruhhihcj dowh 
+he s+airs, ahd i+ was frozeh SOLID. So wheh X 
STEPPED oh +he hose, X slid all +he way hack 
dowh +o +he BOTTOM ahd almos+ broke my heck 
oh +he lahdih^. 



used i+ all wih+er, bu+ h<*d a had h<*bi+ of fallih^ 
ASLEEP ih i+. So Mon would always have +o make 
sore he wash + s+ill oo+side wheh she weh+ +o ted 
■for +he hi^h+- 
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Bu+ ohe +ime Horn for0o+ +o check oh Rod rick 
t>efore she weh+ +o slee^, Ahd didh*+ realize he 
was ou+ +here uh+il +he MORNING. 



X+ +ook some+hihg like +wo WEEKS for Rodrick s 
skih +o Snoo+h 00+ so he could s+o^> lookih^ like a 
PRUNE. Ahd durih^ +^a+ +ime, his hi^h school 

had +heir yeArtook ^>ho+os +Akeh. 
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A few mo h+Hs back, Pad draihed +he Ko+ +ut>, 
ahd +Kere Kash*+ beeh ahy wa+er ih i+ SINCE. 

X m Jus+ Ko^>jh^ we ^e+ RID of +ha+ +hihg before 
i+ causes ahy SERIOUS damage. 


VJKile we were s+aihih^ +he deck hear +he Ko+ 

+ut> +oday, X Keard a buzzih^ hoise, ahd +Kou^K+ 
maybe someohe accideh+ally left +he Kea+er ruhhihcj. 
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So X li-f+ed +Ke cover +o check. Ahd <*s sooh as X 
DID; X khew X was ih TROUBLE. 



Some was^>s had made a NEST uhderhea+h +he 
coVer ; and how +hey were all s+irred i^>. Xf X 
made a suddeh move; X was cjohha cje+ STUNG. 
X didh + khow wKa+ +o DO; tu+ Rodrick made +he 
decisioh FOR me. 
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The was^>s weh+ BERSERK, ahd X droned +he 
Ko+ +ub cover, +heh RAN for i+. Somehow me ahd 
"Rodrick BOTH mahaged +o ge+ ihside wi+hou+ 
ge++ihg s+uhg. 


VJe were really lucky, because Xve read +h<*+ was^s 
cah s+ihg you MULTIPLE +imes, uhlike a regular 
hoheybee, which cah ohly s+ihg you ONCE. 


X wohder wHa+ i+ s like khowih^ +Ha+ if you s+ih<j 
Soroeohe t you d DIE . X/ X was a hoheyt>ee, 

X'd te +em^+ed +o use ry s+ih^er every DAY. 
ESPECIALLY if X was surrouhded by bees my age. 
































Bu+ if X weh+ +hrou^h my whole life wi+hou+ 
ever usihg my s+ih^er, X m sure X cl ehd u^> 

REGRETTING ;+. 



This afterhooh, Pad wah+ed +o khow why me ahd 
Rod rick werehT s+ill ou+side s+aihihcj the hack 
deck. Rodrick +old him about* +he WASPS; but* 


left out* +he ^art* about* s^rayih^ +heir best* wi+h 
+he hose. 


Theh Pad said he h<*d aho+her job for us ih +he 
FRONT yard. He said +he ^u++ers were closed 
ahd heeded cleahihg, so we h<*d +o op <je+ +he 
ladder out* of t*he ^ara^e. 
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Cleahihg +he cju++ers is ry LEAST -faVori+e 
chore, because i+s always ME who has +o clink u^> 
+he ladder. 


Pad woh + do d ahymore because +he LAST +ine 
he did; he h<*d a ruh-ih wi+h a SQUIRREL. 



So how RODRlCK woh + 30 u^> oh +he ladder, 
ei+her. \\t says +he person who s +he LIGHTEST 
has +o do i+j because +hey woh + ^e+ hur+ as tad if 

+hey FALL. 
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Rodrick eveh drew a diA^rAm +o show me +he 
sciehce behind rh A^d if +h<*+ was su^osed +o 

m^ke me feel BETTER, i+ DIDN'T. 



VJe 30+ +Ke Udder ou+ of +he ^ArA^e Ahd cArried 
i+ +0 +Ke froh+ ^Ard. Theh we leAhed i+ A<jAihs+ 
+Ke roof, Ahd Rodrick Reid +he i>Ase ih ^>Uce so 
X could climb uy. 





Viheh X 30+ +0 +he +o^>, X s+ar+ed scoo^ih^ +he 
muddy slo^> -from +he cju++ers ih+o +he +rash bacj 
X was holdihg ih my o+her h<*hd. Th<*+ meah+ X 
couldh + really hold oh +0 +he ladder, ahd i+ was 
hard +0 kee^> my balahce. 



After X cleared out that sec+ioh, X climbed back 
dowh ahd we moved the ladder +0 aho+her s^>o+. 
But oh my fourth tri^> u^>, X hoticed the ladder 
felt a little more WOBBLY thah usual. 


X yelled dowh +0 Rodrick +0 hold the ladder 
STEADY, but X didh’t ^et ahy rts^oY\st. A^d 
wheh X looked +0 see if he was oh his ^>hohe or 
some+hihg, he washt eVeh THERE. 



Ahd +W's wKeh X looked +hrou^h +he ba+hroom 


wihdow ahd saw Rodrick INSIDE THE HOUSE. 



X knocked oh +Ke ^lass +o ^e+ Kis a++eh+ioh. 
Bo+ X mus+Ve leahed over +oo FAR., because +he 
Udder s+ar+ed +il+ih<j +o ohe side. 


X+ was +00 la+e -for me +o +ry ahd climb all +he 
way tack dowh, so +he ohly ^>lace +o op was UP. 

X climbed +o +Ke +o^> of +he ladder ahd grabbed 
+Ke ed^e of +Ke roof wi+K bo+h hahds, +Keh gulled 
myself oh+o i+. X did i+jos+ ih +ime , +oo, 
because +He secohd X s+e^ed off +bie ladder, i+ 
weh+ crasRhej +o +he ^rouhd. 






















So how X was s+uck oh +He roof wi+H ho way +o 
^e+ Hack dowh. X yelled ou+, Ho^ihcj Mon or Pad 
would Hear me. Bu+ X was ^>re++y sure Pad was ih 
+He lauhdry room fixihcj +He wasHihcj macHihe, ahd 
X H<*dh + seeh MON all morhihcj. 


XHeh X s^>o++ed Mr. Larocca drivih^ His lawh mower 
ou+ of His sHed; ahd X +Hou^H+ X was SAVED. X 
+ned shouting +o Him, Hu+ He couldh + Hear 


<?5 


me over +He souhd of +He mower. 




X -figured X could ^e+ Mr. Larocca s a++eh+ioh iy 
+Krowihcj some of +Ke 300^ from +Ke ^u++ers ih 
froh+ of KiS mower +0 ^e+ Kim +0 s+o^> ahd look 0^. 


So X scooped u^> some sludge ahd aimed for a 
s^>o+ ih Mr. Larocca's ^>a+K. 3 u+ X ^uess X 
miscalcula+ed a li++le ; because X hailed +Ke mower 
wi+K a direc+ HIT. 


A^d Relieve me, X couldh+ make +Ka+ sKo+ acjaih 
if X Kad a HUNDRED more +ries. 
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Mr. Larocca stored Kis nower ahd tried to 
out wHere tKe amtusK CAME from. X decided 
mayte it wash t so tad to te stuck oh tKe roof 
AFTER all ; ahd X scrambled +o tKe other side 
where he wouldht be able +o see ne. 



X Kid behihd the chir^hey; which was the ohly 
shady ^>lace oh the roof. A^d eVeh there; it was 
pretty MOT. 

X khew X could be ih for a lohcj wait; ahd 
after a while X started worryihcj about ^ettih^ 

DEHYDRATED. 
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So X +ook off mos+ of my clo+hes, because X 
didh + wah+ +o SWEAT +oo much. X +Kou^K+ 
+h<*+ if X 30+ really des^era+e, X 1^3^+ be able 
+0 wrih3 some mois+ure ou+ of my SOCKS. Bu+ X 
was really ho^ih3 i+ wouldh + come +0 +ha+. 



X khew +ha+ if X didh + do some+hih3 +0 save 
myself^ +hey d eVeh+ually fi)r^d me ih ohe of +hose 
sa+elli+e ^>ho+os. 
















































X+ was +oo -far +o jum^> DOWN; so +Ha+ was 
ou+ of +He <^ues+ioh. A^d eVeh if X lahded oh 
+He tack deck wi+Hou+ killih^ ryself, +Hose was^s 
would probably fihisH me off. 

XHeh X remembered +Here was a wihdow oh +He side 
of +He House above +He ^ara^e. So X lowered myself 
dowh -from +He roof ahd oh+o +He led^e, wHicH was 
BARELY wi+Hih reacH. 



Luckily ; +He wihdow wash + LOCKED. X o^ehed 
i+Jus+ wide ehoucjH for me +o fi+ ihside; ahd X 
squeezed +Hrou^H- 





Xhe wihcjow led +o Mom ahd Pad s ba+hroom, ahd 
+Ke led^e was ri^K+ above +heir TOILET. 

X ^>u+ ohe foo+ dowh oh +o^> of +he +oile+ +ahk, 
ahd +Heh X +ried +o ^>u+ my OTHER foo+ dowh oh 
+o^> of +He LID. Bu+ X d*dh + ho+ice +he sea+ was 
UP uh+il i+ was +00 LATE. 



So how my ahkie was STUCK, ahd X couldh + 
^oll my foo+ ou+, ho ma++er how hard X +ried. X 
^uess X was makih^ a lo+ of hoise +ryih<j +o ^e+ 
myself free, because +h<*+ was wKeh X -fouY\(1 ou+ 
where MOM K<*d t>eeh all +His +ime. 
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A^d i+ really wash*+ fuh ex^laihihcj +he si+ua+ioh +o 
Pad wKeh HE cane ih+o +he ta+hroon. 



So i+ wash + a <jrea+ day for ne. Bu+ +he cjood hews 
iSj Mon said +Ka+ fron how oh we re <je++ih<j our 

31/t+ers cleahed t>y PROFESSIONALS. 
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Tuesday 

X+ +urhs ou+ X n ho+ +he ONLY ohe who <jo+ 
replaced t>y soneohe who ac+ually khows wh<*+ 
+heyre doihg. X+ ha^ehed +o DAD, +oo. 


Pad +ook +he washir^ machine a^>ar+ bu+ couldh + 
^>u+ i+ hack +o^e+her. So Mon nade hin hire a 
^lunher +0 A;+. 



O Q 


i 


X+ s heeh really ihcohVehieh+ livih^ wi+hou+ a washihcj 
machine. VleVe h<*d +0 wash our clo+hes hy h<*hd ih 
+he ki+cheh sihk, which is a bicj ^>aih. Bu+ Rod rick 
cane uy wi+h <* SHORTCUT las+ hi^h+; ahd ^>u+ 
his dir+y clo+hes ih +he DISHWASHER. 


Viell, +he dishwasher did a cjood Joh WASHING 
+he clo+hes, t>u+ ho+ DRYING +hen. 
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Ahd wheh Rod rick le*f+ +he house +o 30 +o school 
+his morhih^; his clo+hes were s+ill WET. 



So he used his vah +o AIR-DRY his clo+hes oh +he 
way +o school. 


t • 
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Uh-for+uha+ely -for Rod rick, +ha+ 30+ +he a++eh+ioh 
o-f +he POLICE, who gulled Kim over. 



Xha+ s why Mom made Pad call someohe +0 •fix +he 
washiVi^ machine. Bu+ X didr/+ khow +he plumber was 
ih +he house uh+il X walked ^>as+ +he lauhdry room. 




0^AAAH/1 
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otX^V!zz: 
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Xh e ^uy mus+Ve khowh wha+ he was DOING, 
because he 30+ +he washiVi^ machine u^> ahd ruhhih^. 

























Bu+ +Hihgs ehded kihd of awkwardly wheh Mahhy 
+ried +o ^>ay +he ^lunber usih^ Mon's credi+ card. 



Vledhesda' 


1 


VJheh X cane hone fron school +his af+erhooh, 
+here were a t>uhch of workers ahd heavy nachihery 
ih our yard. 









































X was su^er EXCITED, because that meaht this 
additioh was fihally ha^ehihcj for REAL. 

A was usihg a backhoe to dig the hole for 
the fouhda+ioh, ahd it was CRAZY +o see how 
POWERFUL that thihg was. 


Me ahd Rowley tried to dig a hole +o Chiha ohce, 
ahd we <^uit after a few hours. But if we could've 
gotteh our hahds oh ohe of THESE thihgs, we 
Ve actually gulled it off. 
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X m wohdenVuj if +he crew would le+ me +ake +he 
hackhoe ou+ for a SPIN. Because X could use i+ 
+o ^>ull +he mos+ e^>ic ^>rahk EVER a+ my school. 



X+ was ^>re++y ho+ +oday, ahd X +hihk Mom fel+ 
had for -the ^uys who were worlcih^ hard. So she 
made some cold drihks ahd hrou<jh+ +hem ou+side. 







































Xt kihd of back-fired , tkoucjk , because after 
tkat, tke workers started comihe^ ihside to use tke 

BATUROON. 



Ahd wkeh a lihe formed for tke DOWNSTAIRS 

batkroom, tke bluest o^j oh tke cohstructioh crew 
keaded UPSTAIRS to fihd ahotker toilet. 
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+H<*+ w <xs 

30+ +he ■feelihg he wash + headihcj +here +o cjo 
Manner Ohe. 


carryih^ <x MAGAZINE , so X 



X wah+ed +o +ry ahd STOP him, so X pressed +he 
+es+ bu++oh oh +he smoke de+ec+or +o se+ i+ o-f-f. 



































^The workers dill ^o+ ou+ of our house ^>re++y 
QUICK, t>u+ +hey wereh + +he ONLY ohes who 
+hou^h+ +here wdis <*h <*c+udil emer^ehcy. 


NANNY +hou^h+ so, +oo. A^d wheh +he smoke 
de+ec+or weh+ off, he +hrew dill his s+uffed dihimdils 
ou+ his bedroom wihdow, +heh ho^ed oh+o +he ^>ile. 
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Mom ahd Pad wereh + h<*^y wi+K me for +he 
smoke de+ec+or +bwhcj, bu+ X doh+ +hihk +hey 
were crazy aboui +he workers usih^ our ba+hrooms, 
EITHER. So +bws eVehih^, Mom ordered ohe of 
+Kose ^or+a-‘po++ies for +he work si+e, ahd how 
everybody's K<*^y. 



Fridc 


1 


Yes+erday, +Ke cohs+ruc+ioh crew poured cohcre+e 
for +Ke fouhda+ioh, ahd +oday +hey s+ar+ed 
framihg +Ke add'+'Oh. X +Kou^K+ i+ was ^>re++y 
cool seethg how eVery+hih^ was comihcj +o^e+her. 


Ill 














Uhfor+uha+ely Pad ho+iced +Ha+ X was ih+eres+ed 
ih wH*+ was H<*^ehih<^ ou+side, ahd +H<*+ ^>u+ ah 
IDEA ih His Head. 


Pad said +His ^>rojec+ was a <jood o^or+uhi+y for 
me +o learh from REAL ^rofessiohals ahd +o ^ick 
u^> skills X cah use dowh +He road. 



X wash + really oh Hoard wi+H +H<*+ ^>lah, +Hou^H. 

Mos+ of +Hose cohs+ruc+ioh workers look like 
+Hey Ve 30+ really rou^H Hahds from workih^ wi+H 
all +Ha+ Heavy e^ui^meh+. Bu+ X use all sor+s of 
lo+iohs ahd creams +o make my H<*hds hice ahd 

SOFT. 
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A^d X d like +o KEEP +hem +ha+ way, because 
my Hahds are my bes+ fea+ure. 



Bu+ +Ka+ was EXACTLY +he wroh^ +Lhg +o +ell 
my dad; because i+ earhed me a ohe-way +icke+ 
oo+side. 
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X doh + khow w|y Pad seh+ ME ou+ +Kere ahd 
ho+ Rod rick. Mahhy ac+ually wah+ed +o op WITH 
ne ; Ku+ Pad +old Kin Ke was +oo YOUNG +o 
Kel^>. Ahd Mahty didhT +ake i+ +Ka+ well. 



Pad +old ne X heeded +o Fihd +Ke ^>ersoh ih 
cHarcje ahd see Kow X could ^>i+cK ih. So X 
asked arouhd; ahd soneohe ih+roduced ne +o +Ke 
FOREMAN; wKo was ih Kis +railer. 
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X ^uess +he foremah was +oo busy +o deal wi+h 
some middle school kid > so he +old me +o 30 fihd a 
hamed Buddy <*hd +alk +0 HIM. 



Vlelh Buddy was pre++y easy +0 fihd, especially 
sihce his hame was +a++ooed oh his forehead- 



framihg, so X +hou^h+ X d s+ar+ off by +ellih^ 
+hem who X WAS. Bu+ +hey wereh*+ as impressed 
as X THOUGHT +hey should be. 



115 















X +old +Hese ^uys X was ou+ +here +o HELP 
+Hem. So Buddy +old me he W « REALLY 
im^>or+ah+job ; which was +o hold u^> a wall +he' 
had jus+ -framed. 


A^d X DID -feel ^>re++y im^>or+ah+ -for a while, a+ 
leas+ uh+il X realized +he wall was holdih^ ITSELF 
u^> oh i+s owh. 



Ohce X uhders+ood i+ was a PRANK; X figured 
+his is jus+ +he way cohs+ruc+ioh workers joke 
aroohd wi+h ohe aho+her. So X picked u^> a hanger 
ahd asked Buddy »*f X could hail some boards 
-fo^e+her or some+hih^. 
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Buddy +old me +H<*+ would te GREAT, tu+ X was 
Holding a LEFT“H<Ahded Hammer, and X heeded 
+o go •find a RlGHT-Hahded ohe. 



So X asked arouhd +He jot si+e, ahd i+ +ook me a 
long +ime +o realize THAT was a joke , +oo. 



X+ Hi+ me +U+ since X was +He youhges+ guy ou+ 
Here, +He o+Her workers didh + RESPECT ne. 
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X -figured WAh+ed ne +o QUIT, t>u+ X 
didh + WAh+ +o ^ive +W SATISFACTION. 


X decided X was ^ohhA PROVE ryself {>y 
workih^ hard, Ahd r^oVe u^> +he rAhks. Ahd mAyhe 
wi+hih a week or +wo X d have ^uys like Buddy 

re^or+ih^ +o ME. 


So X weh+ arouhd +he cohs+ruc+ioh si+e fihdih^ 
+Hih^s X could do +o hel^> ou+. X filled some 
Wke+s wi+h WA+er for +he workers who were 
mixihg cohere+e, Ahd X noVed a ^>ile of <jrAVel ou+ 
of +he wav wheh a +ruck heeded +o ^e+ +hrou^h* 



113 
















By +He +ime we troke for luhcK, X was feelih^ 
^>re++y GOOD at ou+ myself. Bu+ X didh + wah+ 
+o kick tack ahd relax , tecause +Keh +Kese ^uys 
would +Hihk X was LAZY. 

So wKeh luhcK ^o+ delivered, X weh+ arouhd +Ke 
Jot si+e Kahdih^ ou+ everyohe s or^trs. A^d +K<*+ 
made me REALLY ^o^ular. 

Q - ..Z 



Ohe c^uy hamed Lu+Ker was ih +Ke middle of mixihcj 
a ta+cH of cohcre+e, so X K<*d +o wai+ tefore X 
could K<*hd turn Kis mea+tall sut. A^d +o te ex+ra 
Helpful, X uhwra^ed i+ for Ki^ so Ke d te atle +o 
Kave i+ as sooh as Ke was fii)rM*sKed. 


Ill 












Bu+ X wash + beih^ CAREFUL, ahd +he me<A+bc\lls 

slid ou+ of +Ke sub ahd ih+o <x bucke+ of we+ cohcre+e. 



Lu+Her didh + look like +Ke kihd of who d be 

dboU+ <* med+ball sub wi+h ho MEATBALLS 
ih i+. So X +ossed +he REST of +he sub ih+o +he 
bucke+ ahd backed away. 
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And X' m ^lad X 30+ ou+ o-f +here wheh X DID, 
+oo. Because wheh Lu+her accused Buddy o-f 
s+ealihg Kf's mea+tall sub, +hihgs <jo+ UGLY. 



X shuck hack +o +he house, +heh locked +he door 
tehihd me. A^d wheh Pad asked me why X wash + 
s+ill ou+ +here WORKING,, X +old Kirn X was 
RETIRED. 
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Suhcjdy 

Thihgs were really moVihg aloh 3 wi+h +Ke addi+ioh 
uh+il our NEIGHBORS s+ar+ed com^laihih^. 

Mr. Larocca |v*d ah issue wi+h +he NOISE,, 
because Ke works +he hi 3 h+ shift a+ a hospital ahd 

ay. 


heeds to slee^ durihcj the d 


So Moms t>eeh askih^ the workers to try ahd kee^> 
i+ dowh ; but +|v*+s hot easy +o do wKeh you re 

dealih 3 Wi+K HAMMERS. 







Our other hext-door hei^hbor, Mrs. Tattle, isht 
ha^y about the additioh, EITHER. 
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A^<*reh+ly ohe of +he workers rolled a wheeltarrow 
oh+o her ^>ro^>er+y ahd +ran^led some of her 
•flowers, ahd how she wah+s us +o REPLACE +hen. 



Ahd i+s ho+jus+ our NEXT-DOOR heicjhtors, 
ei+her. Mrs. Ru+kowski lives dia^ohally across +he 
s+ree+ ; ahd X ^uess ohe of her ca+s 30+ ih+o our 
yard ahd s+e^ed oh a hail. So she +old Pad he 
h<*d +0 ^>ay +he VET till. 
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All +his com^ldihihg is JuS+ slowihg +hihgS 

dowh ahd makihg +he ^>rojec+ +<*ke LONGER. 

<*hy 

PROGRESS dirouhci here is MANNY. 


So +he ohly ^ersoh who s ac+ually makihg 


He -foyhc! <* +oy +oolbox ih +he basemeh+; ahd 
he +ook some scra^ wood ou+ of +he dum^>s+er. 
Xh ho+ exac+ly sure wh<*+ hes building ih +he 
backyard; bu+ i+ looks ^>re++y IMPRESSIVE. 





Ik dum^>s+er is defihi+ely +he bes+ +hihg abou+ 
+his ^>roJec+. YfheheVer +he +rash cah ih my 
bedroom ge+s full; X jus+ em^>+y i+ ih+o +he 
dum^s+er ; which is righ+ ou+side my wihdow. 


°°hr 

«*WNV**M 

VVM, 
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VWs eveh te++er +h<*h THAT is how t<xsy i+ 
is how wheh X have +o ^>u+ +he +rash ou+ oh 
Suhd<y hi^h+. XVs ry jot +o ^>u+ +rash s+ickers 
oh all +he tags, +heh +ake eVer^+hihg dowh +o 
+he curt. A^d +h*Vs a giah+ p*ih, especially 
wheh i+ RAINS. 

































Bu+ wi+K +Ke dum^s+er^ X doh + eVeh K<*Ve +o deal 

wi+K +He STICKERS. X cah jus+ cKock +Ke bacjs 



XohigK+ X n^ade a ^>re++y s+o-pid nis+ake, +Kou^K* 
X didh + feel like +akih^ eacK +rasK i>a^ ou+ of 
+Ke ^arta^e cah, so X +ried +o en^y i+ ih+o +Ke 
don^s+er all a+ ohce. 



VUf 
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Uh-for+uha+ely X didh + realize how HEAVY +he 
+rash cah was, ahd X couldh + <je+ i+ all +he 
way over +he +o^> of +he dor^s+er. So +he whole 
^arba^e can +i^ed backward, ahd +he +rash 

en^+ied ou+ of +he ba^s. 



So how +here was ^arba^e EVERYWHERE, ahd 
X h<*d +o scoo^ all +he +rash back ih+o +he ba^s. 
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X o -Ake -Affe rs WORSE , i+ was a wihdy hi^hf, 
so fHe fTAstl was tlowih^ EVERYWHERE. A^d if 

WASh'f a lof of fuh +ryih^ fo c^Ase aII ftiAf sfuff 
dowh ih +Ke dArk. 



X s^>ehf Ah \\our ^ickih^ f rAsh ouf of Hr. LAroccA s 
busies. Buf X sKould ve re-entered +h<*+ he works 
fhe highf stuff Ahd leAVes Af ft*Af fine. 






























Mohd< 


t- 


X 30+ +0 t>ed su^>er la+e yes+erday, because X h<*d 
+0 +ry ahd cohVihce V\r. Larocca +ha+ X wash + 
+oile+-‘pa^erih3 his busies. 



X REALLY wish X h<*d 3o++eh a ^ood hi^h+s 

slee^>, ihou^h/ because we h<*d a bi'3 +es+ a+ school 
+his morhihg, ahd X doh+ +hihk X did my tes+. 
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This was ohe of +hose +es+s +he whole SCHOOL 
has +o +ake. The +eAchers have beeh +o ^e+ 

us reAci^ for WEEKS, becAuse A^Areh+y +he 
scores reAlly MATTER. 


X ^uess our school did reAlly \xx<\\y oh +his +es+ 
LAST ytar, Ahd if +ha+ hA^ehs AGAIN +here 

Are cjohhA be bud^e+ cu+s. A^d +ha+ r^eAhs some 
+eAcKers could lose +heir JOBS. 


Oh +o^> o-f +ha+, +hey n^h+ have +o cu+ some 
^ro^rA^S; like Ar+ Ahd Music. X wish KIDS had 
a say ih wha+ +o cu+, becAuse if X was +he ohe 
ru*kih0 +he caIIs , Phys ^Xd would Ve beeh oh +he 
cho^ihcj block a loh^ TIME A^O. 







\\t +eacKers K<*Ve beeh really s+ressed ou+ abou+ 
+His +es+, ahd +he las+ few weeks haVeh + beeh a 
lo+ of FUN. 



All +Kis pressure has beeh ^e-hWh^ us KIDS 
s+ressed ou+ ; +oo, so las+ week +he school brou^h+ 
a S+ress Pu^y ih+o +he library +o hel^> zVzryoY\z 
relax. Bu+ kids 30+ +00 ^rabby wi+h +he 
ahd +Keh +he PUPPY 30+ all s+ressed ou+. 



«®8» 
















The s+ar+ed ruhhih^ ih circles ahd 

^eeih^ all over +he ^>lace. So +he school +ook i+ 
away ahd replaced i+ wi+h a S+ress Lizards ahd 
hobody wah+ed +o TOUCH +ha+ +hiha. 



S^eakih^ o-f s+ress, X really washT lookih^ 
■forward +o 30^3 home +his a-f+erhooh, because 
were 

+0 cohhec+ i+ wi+h +he addi+ioh. 


3ohha cu+ a hole ih +he wall 


X khew +he 


X was worrit^ +hey mi*3h+ accideh+ally have +0 


cu+ +hrou^h +he PLUMBING, ahd X didh + 
wahha be aroohd wheh THAT ha^ehed. 
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Rodricjc +hough+ +hey were cjohha use a 

WRECKING BALL +o smash +hrou<jh +he wall, 

ahd his whole ^>lah was +o make a music Video wi+h 
his t>ahd wheh +hey DID. 




































So Rod rick ahd his babd^a+es were ^>re-Hy 
disa^oih+ed wheh +hey 30+ +here ahd +he workers 
Had already o^ehed +he wall wi+h a ^>ower saw. 



X d»dh + see ary si^h of +he Grou+, so THAT was 
a relief. Bu+ wh<*+ +he workers fouhd ihside +he 
walls was Jus+ as BAD. 


The wood uhderhea+h +he sidihcj was ROTTEN, 
because of a leak caused ly +he closed ^u++ers. 
A*>d a^areh+ly +here was +oxic mold ih +he walls, 
so weVe beeh livihg wi+h THAT all +his +ime, +oo. 
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Plus, +here were rodeh+s* hes+s ih +he walls, which 
meahs we Ve t>eeh sharih^ our house wi+h a colohy 

of MICE. 


X+ really creeps me ou+ +o +hihk +here*s +his 
whole WORLD livih^ ihside our walls wi+hou+ us 
eVeh khowih<j rh A^d +h<*+ s why X Ve decided wheh 
X tu.ld my firs+ house, i+s ^ohha be 100 % GLASS. 



135 































































Friday 

Fver sihce +Key o^ehed u^> +ha+ wc\ll ^ weVe beeh 
•fihdiri^ mouse dro^ih^s oh our ki+c^eh couh+ers. 

So +Ha+ meahs +Ke mice are livihcj ou+ ih +Ke 

OPEN how. 

Morn says we cah + leave ahy food lyihcj arouhd> 
because +Heh +Ke mice will ^e+ u^> oh +Ke surfaces 
wKere we EAT. So we Ve beeh +ryih^ +o kee^> 
eVery+Kih^ really CLEAN; ahd Xve beeh 
^>u++ih0 our shacks ih places where +he mice cahT 
^e+ +o +Kem. 

Pad s beeh lookihg u^> ways +o ^e+ rid of mice +ha+ 


woh + HURT +hem. 3 u+ Rodrick has his OWN 
ideas for wha+ +o do. He wah+s +o buy a SNAKE; 
ahd le+ ha+ure +ake i+s c ourst. 
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VJKeh Mom disked Rodrick wha+ we d do ohce 
+Ke shake a+e +he MICE, he said we d toy a 
MONGOOSE +o ca+ch +he Shake. So remihd me 
ho+ +o Visi+ RQDRlCK S house wheh X ^e+ older. 



The mice areh'+ our ONLY problem, +hou^h. VJe Ve 
30+ WASPS ih +he house how, +00. Mom -foohd 
ohe crawlihg oh +he mah+el above +he -fireplace las+ 
hi<jh+/ ahd +here was aho+her ohe -flyihcj aroohd 
+he ki+cKeh +his morhih<j dorih^ BREAKFAST. 


¥•••'.X.. 

VLZZZz 
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Vie cah*+ -figure ou+ how +heyre ^e-H-ih^ INSIDE, 
because weVe beeh kee^ih^ +he wihdows shu+ ahd 
we doh + o^>eh +he froh+ door uhless we NAVE +0. 


Mom +Kihks +Key mi^h+ be comihg ih from 
uhderhea+K +he +ar^> +haVs coVerih^ +he side of 
+he house, so she seh+ Pad ou+ +here +ohi<jh+ +0 
make sure +here areh*+ avy ^a^s where +heyVe 
^e++ih^ +hrou^h. 


ty 1 


Bu+ Pad wash + h<*^^y abou+ i+, because +here was 

a THUNDERSTORM. 


















































X would Ve HELPED hir^ i>u+ X was afraid of 
t>eih0 s+ruck {y LIGHTNING. A+ school, Alber+ 

Sahd^ +old us abou+ +his kid who 
ligh+hivuj while he was ou+ ih a cahoe, ahd how he s 

SUPERCHARGED wi+h elec+riaHy. 




Viell, eVeryohe a+ ny luhch +atle +hou<jh+ +h<*+ 
souhded ^>re++^ COOL, tu+ X khow +ha+ if i+ 
ha^ehed +o ME, eVeryohe would jus+ use me as a 
charging s+a+ioh. 
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Rodrick had a +heory ahou+ how +he was^s were 
cje++ih^ ih, t>u+ i+ souhcjed kihd of CRAZY. 


He explained +here are all differeh+ TYPES of 
was^>S; like ^>er was^>s ahd nu>d was^>s. H e said 
weve ^rohahly 30+ SEWER was^>s, ahd +heyVe 
^e++ih^ ih +hrou^h +he TOILETS. 


VJell, Xve hever heard of a sewer was^> before, 
bu+ X m ho+ +akih<j airy CHANCES. 



Ri^h+ how we Ve ^o+ a rodeh+ ^roblen ahd ah ihsec+ 

problem, ahd X rn ho+ sure which is WORSE. X 
doh + khow why our house cah + he ihfes+ed wi+h 
some+hihg CUTE ihs+ead. Because if we were 
oMtrruY\ by KOALAS, X really wouldhT have a 
problem wi+h »+. 
































Saturday 


Last week the workers had to discohhect our 
air cohditioher so they cah brihg ih a bigger uhit. 
So -for how weVe all slee^ih^ ih the basemeht, 
because thaVs the ohly ^>lace ih the house where 

ft s COOL. 


X cah see why l^odrick likes i+ dowh there, 
ESPECIALLY ih the summer. X doh + loVe beihcj 
uhder^rouhdi though; which is makihg me rethihk 
the whole ^>lah -for my dream house. 


Pad said wheh he was ^rowih^ u^j some ^>eo^l 
built BUNKERS where they could 30 if there 


e 

was 


a war or some 
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Viell, livihg ih a +ihy uhcjer^rouhd s^<x ce wi+h my 
wHole -family souhcis like a TERRIBLE idea. Eirs+ 
of all, +He shacks would te ^ohe t>y +he secohd 
day. A^d if we ohly had ohe ta+hroom dowh 
+here, we'd KoVe MAJOR problems. 



a j 

! b // 
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X ^uess we'd h<*Ve a ^>erisco^e so we'd khow wheh 
+Ke coas+ was clear oh +he surface. Bu+ if +he 
^erisco^e <jo+ BLOCKED, we mi^h+ heVer khow i+ 
was OK +o ^o tack UP. 
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Pad said some ^>eo^>le s+ill build buhkers so +biey 
cah s+ay safe if +heres a ha+ural disas+er, 
like a TORNADO or some+bwhcj. Vslell ^ +his 
morhihg X +Kou<jh+ we were ex^eriehcihg ah 

EARTHQUAKE, ahd +U LAST ? lace X wah+ed 
+o be was uhder^rouhd. 


143 


























Bi/+ +He reasoh +Ke ^roohd was shaloV^ was because 
+Ke workers were outside JACKWAMMERlNG. 



RHTATATAT 


tMUl 


Xhey were treakih^ u^> our OLD driveway so they 
could your a NEW oY\tj ahd X was pretty sure 
the neighbors wereh'+ gohha be h<*^y about all 
the NOISE. 'Specially \Ar, Larocca, who h<*d 
Just gotten home from his shift at the hospital. 







































Bu+ X WAS EXCITED a{>ou+ +he hew d rive w Ay. 
Our old ohe was ih re Ally t>Ad so you 

mAyte 

+UTs w^a+s t>eeh Koldih^ me t>Ack fron t>ecomih 3 
a ^ro-fessiohAl A+hle+e aII +his +ime. 


couldh + reAlly USE i+ -for Ahy+hih^. Ahd 



VJHeh +Key Kauled +he rubble AWAy Ahd +he +ruck 
cAme +o ^our +he fresh cohcre+e, X s+Ar+ed +o 

3 e+ NERVOUS. 


A I o+ of +Ke kids ih ry heicjhborhood Are 
JERKS, Ahd if +hey see we+ cohcre+e, +hey1l 
wri+e s+u^>id s+uff ih i+. 























Oh +o^> of +Ka+, Mrs. Ru+kowski s CATS have 
t>eeh ih our yard a lo+ la+ely Kuh+ihcj for MICE, 
ahd X didh + wah+ a buhch of ^>aw ^>rih+s ih +he 
fresKly poured cohcre+e. 


So after +He workers fihished, X patrolled the 
perimeter to make sure everyohe stayed OFF. 



X was watch ihg the STREET tu+ it +urhs out 
X should Ve teeh watchih^ the GARAGE. 
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X Heard +He door o^>eh; ahd Rodrick s+ar+ed ^ullihcj 
His VAN ou+. X +ried +o STOP H«rn^ bu+ He was 
^>layih<j His music +oo loud +o Hear. 



NVVWAA^AVvAVVVsMA 




c^wORSff 


\VWNMt 



X couldh + BELIEVE ho ohe ihside +He House +old 
Rod rick aboirt +He driveway. Bu+ i+ +urhs ou+ 
+Hey Had a really <jood excuse , because +Hey were 
dealihg wi+H a more SERIOUS problem. 


SMOKE was ^ourih^ ou+ of +He wihdows oh 
+He firs+ -floor; ahd X Heard SIRENS ih +He 

dis+ahce. 
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Mom came running oc/+ +Ke -froh+ door, and Pod 
was ri^K+ behind her. 



^en seconds la+er, <x FIRE TRUCK polled u^> olon^ 

+he curt, and <* couple o-f -fire-fi^h+ers tjo+ oirh 


JU 
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^\\ty rah across +he lawh ahd oh+o +he froh+ 
walkway wKicK +he workers had jus+ fihished 
^ourih^. 





rJ\/\x 

SPLXSlf rlwMWWM^W 


s?uoo sh 


'ThaVs wKeh eVeryohe realized +ha+ MANNY was 
s+ill ihSi'de. Bu+ +Kahkfully he d already had 


PRACTICE -for +his sor+ of +hih<j. 




























The GOOD hews is , +here washT ac+ually a FIRE; 
+here was Jus+ a lo+ of SMOKE. 3u+ +he bad hews 
iSj i+ was MV *faul+. 

Las+ week; wheh we were ^u++ih<j our -food ih 
places where +he nice couldhT ^e+ i+; T Kid sone 
shacks ih +he OVEN. 

So wheh Mon ^>rehea+ed +he oVeh +o ^>u+ ih 
a ta+cK of t>acoh +his norhih^; a ^>las+ic t)a^ 


MELTED. TVs kihd of UNFORTUNATE; 

because +ha+ was a was+e of some perfe c+ly aood 
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And +his was defihi+ely ohe of +hose +imes wheh 
X couldVe used +ha+ escape ha+ch ih +he back 
of my close+. 



Vsledhesda' 


1 


Believe i+ or ho+, Mom ahd Pad We already 
moved ^>as+ +he whole ^>o+a+o chi^> ba<j ihcideh+. 
Ahd +ha+s cjood hews for ME. 


Bu+ +he REASON +hey Ve -for^o-Hth abou+ i+ is 
+he BAD hews. 


A few days a^o, +he buildih^ ihs^>ec+or came ou+ 
+o check +he framihej of +he addi+ioh. 
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A^d wHeh Ke DID; Ke Fouhd ou+ +he whole 
s+ruc+ure was +oo close +o V\rs. To++les ^>ro^er+y 
lihe iy a!>ou+ +hree FEET. 

X ^uess +he cohs+ruc+ioh com^Alry messed u^> wheh 
+hey creA+ed +he ^Uhs -for +he Addi+ioh, t)u+ +he 
+owh didh*+ ca+cK +he mis+A^e wheh +hey issued 
+he kuildihg ^>ermi+. So how +here was Jus+ a buhch 
o-f -fih^er-'poih+ih ^ } Ahd ho ohe would +A^e Ahy 
res^ohsitiliHy. 





1hei> uildih^0 ihs^ec+or +old us +he ohly +hih<j we 
could reAlly do NOW was +o ^e+ our hex+-door 
heightor +o sigh some+hihg +Ka+ sa^s we had 
^ermissioh +o tuild +he s+ruc+ure close +o her 
^>ro^>er+y lihe. Bu+ +h<*+ WASh'+ gohhA t>e EASY. 
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Xhe o+her day ; wheh +he cohcre+e $uys came 
back +o ^>a+ch u^> +he driveway ahd froh+ wc\ljc^ 

+hey se+ u^> +heir cemeh+ mixer oh our lawh. Bu+ 
X ^uess +hey for^o+ we were oh a HILL, because 
+he mixer +i^ed over ahd poured fresh cohcre+e 
righ+ ih+o Mrs. "1u++le s GARDEN. 





So wheh Horn ahd Pad asked for Mrs. To++l zs 
^ermissioh +0 kee^> our addi+ioh where i+ WAS, she 
wash + lookihg +0 do +hem ahy -favors. 



















Mrs. "lu++le wouldh + BUDGE , ahd +he +owh +old 
Mom ahd Pad +Ke whole s+ruc+ure was cjohha h<*Ve 
+o come DOWN. Ahd +h<*+s exac+ly wh<*+ ha^ehed 
+K«*s a-f+erhooh. 



So how EVERYONE S oY\\\<x^yj exce^>+ -for 
NANNY. He -fth\isRed work oh HIS ^>lace 
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JUNE 


Thursday 

Mom's teeh iih a real fuhk ever sihce +He addi+ioh 
was +orh dowh. 


X -figured we'd jus+ s+ar+ over ahd toild i+ +He 
RIGHT way +His +ime. Bu+ Mom said we turhed 
+HrougH mos+ of Auh+ Reta s ihHeri+ahce durih^ 
cohs+ruc+ioh, ahd we were ^ohha heed +o s^ehd 
+He REST ^a+cHih^ +He side of +He House. 


So Morn was ALREADY ih a tad mood wHeh m' 
+es+ resul+s came ih +He mail; ahd +Hey didh'+ 
cHeer Her u^> ahy. 




X+ wash + ohly NY scores +Ha+ were tad, +HoucjH* 
The wHole GRADE did poorly , ahd X cah +ell you 
+He rt<xsoY\ WHY. 
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Purihg +he mi cidle of +He +es+, some kid le+ +He 
S+ress Lizard out of i+s case, ahd i+s really Hard 
+0 CONCENTRATE wHeh +Here's a REPTILE 

oh +He loose. 



So X ^uess +His meahs +He scHool is c^ohha lose i+s 
■fuhdih^, ahd Mom s ho+ HAPPY at>ou+ i+. 


Xh -fac+, sHe s so u ^>se+ sHe s sayih^ we sHoold 
MOVE so we cah live ih a te++er school dis+ric+. 


Bu+ hotody ELSE is crazy atou+ moVih^ +o 
aho+her +owh. Pad ^rew here, ahd he says he 

doesh'+ see ahy reason +o move. 
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A^d RODRICK doesh*+ wahha leave > ei+her. He 
says Kis bahd is FAMOUS ih our +owh, ahd he 
doesh'i wahha s+ar+ over somewhere else. Bu+ X 
doh + khow how -famous you cah really BE i-f your 
las+ cohcert was a+ a bowlih^ alley. 


Rodrick says he s NEVER moVihcj, ahd eVeh i-f 
+he REST o-f us moved ou+, he d jus+ kee^> livih^ 
ih +he basemeh+. 



A^d +o be hohes+ wi+h youj X doh + +hihk Rodrick 
would eVeh NOTICE i-f a hew -family moved ih. 
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X doh + +Kihk MANNY S cjoihg ahy where, ei+her. 
He jus+ ^>u+ ih a s^rihkler sys+em, ahd Kis yarci is 
really comihg ih hice. 



X^+h-fully, X didh + khow how X fel+ atou+ moVihcj. 
X ^uess X ^ OK wi+h where we live how, tu+ 
mayte i+ wouldh + te such a tad idea +o s+ar+ -fresh 
somewhere ELSE. 


Xhe ^rea+ +hihg atou+ moVih^ is +ha+ wheh you cjo 
+o a hew ^>lace, you cah decide who you wahha BE. 

Mayte X could come u^> wi+h a hew LOOK, ahd 
^eo^>le would +hihk X was a tad toy.' 
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X could eVeh become <x whole hew PERSON, «hd 
+ell eVeryohe Xm a ^ro-fessiohal showboarder or 
■+tvh<j. 


some 



WHAT'RE YOUY 

—1 

DOING THIS - 
V WEEKEND? J 

L -\ 



SHREDDIN’ THE 
GNAR WITH 
STEEZ, 
GAPERS* 



Bu+ maybe X could +ake i+ eVeh -fur+her +hah 
THAT. X could ^>re+ehd Ih from aho+her 
COUNTRY where +hey dohT s^eak ^h^lish* 
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Ahd theh my teachers would be impressed wheh X 
picked up some hew phrases. 



Xts actually kfhd of FUN ima^ihih^ a whole hew 
life -for myself ih a differeht place. 

Back ih elemehtary school, we used to play this 
^ame called ri.A.S.H., which stahds for Mahsioh, 
Apartmeht, Shack, Ho^se. Xd write dowh all the 
possibilities for my future, ahd theh roll a die over 
ahd over ahd scratch thih^s off uhtil X ohly h<*d 
ohe item left ih each category. 

X actually fouhd some of my old N.A.S.H. sheets 
from the fifth ^rade ih my closet a few weeks back. 
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VJKeheVer X flayed, X always ho^>ed X d ^e+ a 
^erfec+ resul+. Bu+ eVeh i-f X 30+ a cjood choice ih 
mos+ ca+e^ories, +here would always be +ha+ ohe 

i+em +ha+ ruihed EVERYTHING. 
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Job 

rknA 

Pet 


^✓nCT 

1 /N \ . IV //>^N 

p1 


Lawyer 

D^-J n Lpp 

1 Ul lUU 

(CarV) 
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t^oui i 1 air> 


CD 

-€i+y 
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(Xceberq) 


_ dte= _ 
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0he of +Ke reasohs X liked ^layihcj M.A.S.H. so 
nucH was because i+ was a ^ood chahce +o \\<xY\$ oo+ 
wi+K +Ke ^irls a+ recess. A^d +Ke 31'rl X liked +he 
MOST tack +Keh was Becky A^+oh. 



So sone+ines X d chea+ a li++le wKeh X was fillihcj 
ou+ ny M.A.S.M. ca+e^ories +o ^uarah+ee X 30+ a 
^ood resul+. 






0 

VJi-fe 

(^>ecky) 

D 1 







pecky 

Beck^- 




Xhese days, Becky Wdly khows who X AM, 

. X kee^> 

+hihkih0 X should trih^ +he fac+ +ha+ weVe 
su^osed +0 ^e+ MARRIED ohe day, tu+ +he 

+inihg heVer see ns ri^h+* 


eVeh +hough we re lat ^>ar+hers ih Biology 
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Th<*+s ANOTHER ^ood rt<xsoY\ +o move. X could 
SERIOUSLY improve ny DATING si+uA+ioh. 

Because iif +Kere s ohe +Kih^ ^irls love, i+s +Ke 

NEW <jty. 


Kelsoh GarnHy was +Ke hew 31y a+ +Ke becjihhihcj 
of +Kis scKool ^ear. A^d wKeh Ke showed +Ke 
^irls weh+ CRAZY -for Kim. 



Viell, i+ +ook a -few weeks before eVeryohe realized 
Kelsoh was kihd of WEIRD, ahd how +Ke cjirls 
woh + op NEAR Kim. Bu+ Ke K<*d a cjood ruh for 
a wKile +Kere. 
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So +Here are probably a LOT of cjood 


reasohs +o 


move. Xh fac+, +Ke ohly DOWNSIDE is +ha+ X cl 
heed +o fihd a hew BEST FRIEND. 


Ahd X doh + khow if +ha+ would be WORTH i+. 


X Ve ihVes+ed a lo+ of +ime ahd 


eher 3/ 


ih+o Rowle' 


/' 


ahd X cah + really see myself s+ar+ih^ over wi+K 
someohe NEW. 


/ )ID YOU KNOW IF\ 
/ YOUR HAND IS BIGGER \ 
THAN YOUR FACE IT'S 
\ A SIGN OF “LOW / 
\ INTELLIGENCE"? / 
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Bu+ if we DO ehd u^> moVih^, Xve <jo+ a whole lis+ 
of REQUIREMENTS for a fu+ure bes+ friehei. 


Humber ONE, +hey Ve 30+ +0 like +0 WATCH 
somebody ^laying Video ^ames more +hah +hey like 
^layih^ ^ames +hemselves. 



Humber TWO, i+ would be hice if +hey could 
ac+ually DRAW. Because 
comics ahd s+uff. 


X m really ih+o crea+ihej 
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A^d hunger THREE , +Heyve ^o+ia We j uhk 

cereal ih +KeiV Kouse. X doh + khow if X cah 
t>e -friehcls wi+K aho+her kid whose ^>areh+s are 
Keal+K hu+s. 



Bu+ mos+ im^or+ah+, +heyve <jo++a h<*Ve a ^ood 
sehse of HUMOR. Because if +here*s ohe +W3 
you should khow atou+ me, i+s +ha+ X m kihd of a 
^>rac+ical Joker. 
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Saturday 

So i+ -furYxs ou+ Hon is ac+ually SERIOUS abou+ 
+his noVihcj +hihg. Shes beeh s^ehdihcj +ine each 
high+ lookiVuj a+ Rouses ohlihe; ahd IVE 

kihd of ^o++eh ih+o i+, TOO. 


^Cvery ^>lace we’ve looked a+ so far has sone kihd 
of ISSUE; +hou^h- There was ohe house wi+h 
a t>i13 backward; bu+ i+ was ri^h+ hear a sewage 
+rea+neh+ ^>lah+. A^d +here was aho+her ohe 
+ha+ was brahd hew; bu+ +he house ohly had ohe 
ba+hroon. He ahd Hon were ready +0 31'Ve u^> 
lookih^; bu+ +heh we -fouY \d a ^>lace +ha+ looked 

PERFECT. 


Yoon Onmtn Motm 



3,000 square foot home in desirable 
neighborhood. 4 bed, 2.5 bath colonial. 
Updates include gleaming hardwood 
floors and modern light fixtures. 


0 Mil Mil 

' * * ‘ 1 1 1 » 
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The house is Jus+ a few years old, ahd i+ looks 
like i+s ih a hice hei^hborhood. Bu+ wh<*+ 30+ 
MOM nos+ exci+ed was +he big KITCHEN. 


Morn looked u^> +he school sys+en, ahd +he +es+ 
scores were ^>re++y ^ood. Theh she called +he real+or 
+o fihd ou+ wheh we could 30 SEE +he ^>lace. 


The real+or said +here was ah o^>eh house +his 
weekehd, ahd we should dro^> by if we could. So 
+his morhih^g, Hon +old eVeryohe +0 cje+ ih +he 
Vah +0 check +he ^>lace ou+. 


Mobody else was HAPPY abou+ +ha+, because like 
X said before, +he res+ of ny fanily doeshT wah+ 

+0 MOVE. 
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Bi/+ wKeh we polled ih+o +he hei^hborhood , 
eVeryohe 


s+ar+ed +o change +Heir +ohe. 



^TKe real+or le+ our •frtnily ih Ahd showed us 
d^rouhci +Ke Kouse, which was WAY hicer +h<*h ours. 
Ahd +he ki+cheh was eVeh bicker +h<*h i+ looked ih 


+Ke PICTURES. 
















































































Bu+ wH<*+ really ^o+ my a++eh+ioh was +he 

SWIMMING POOL ih +Ke backyard. 


Rodrick ahd Mahhy mus+Ve s^o++ed i+ before X 
did/ because bo+h of +hem were already ou+ +here 
by +Ke +ime X 30+ dowh +he back s+airs. 



































Vie Ve t>eeh +ryih<j +o ^e+ Mon ahd Pad +o ^>u+ a 
^oo\ ih our backward FOREVER. 'They always +ell 
us +Ha+ +Ke Ko+ +ub is jus+ as GOOD as a ^>ool, 
t>u+ Relieve ne, i+ s ho+ +he sane. 



Ahd +Kis was ah IN-GROUND ^>ool. Vie ac+ually 
Had ah at>oVe<jrouhd ^>ool wHeh X was youY\^tr } i)u+ 
i+ didh'i eVeh las+ a WEEK. 
































































"The real+or showed us a few more fea+ures of +he 
house ; t>u+ she dicta + NEED +o because we were 

already SOLD. 


Oh oor way home, eVeryohe was SUPER exerted- 
Fodricjc said he s rjohha use the ^ool to do summer 
CONCERTS, ahd it’ll he a totally crazy scehe 
every Friday hi^ht. 

\ ^ V n I \ fi 


*VOPnT 
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CHARGE ? eo 

use our ^ool, t>u+ +h<*+ X II make exce^>+iohs for 

CERTAIN ^>eo^le. 


ole +o come 


X decided X m ^ohha 



Bu+ Mahhy was +Ke mos+ exci+ed of ALL. He s 30+ 
tig ^>lahs for +Ke ^ool, +00, ahd all X cah say is, 
i+ s cjohha +ake a lo+ of chocola+e PUDDING. 






































Mohd< 




Vie H<*d aho+Ker family mee+ih^ las+ hicjh+> ahd 
+His was a BIG ohe. ^Veryohe s oh board wi+h 
moVihg +o +Ke hew house, so +ha+s ^rea+. 


Mom +old us ho+ +o TELL ahyohe ye+, because 
we s+ill KaVe +o sell OUR house so we cah afford 
+o buy +he NEW ohe. X+ was a li++le hard 
•for me +o kee^> +ha+ ih-forma+ioh +o MYSELF, 
+K0U3K, ahd X -figured +here wouldh + be ahy 
harm ih +ellih^ jus+ ONE ^>ersoh. 

Bu+ maybe X should Ve +old someohe besides 
ROWLEY, because he didh*+ +ake +he hews 
+00 well. 
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X ^uess X could Ve eased Rowley ih+o i+ ihs+ead of 
Hi++ih0 Kim wi+K +Ke ihforroa+ioh all a+ ohce. 


X +ried +o make Kim feel be++er by s<*yihg we'd 
s+ay FRIENDS ahd +K<*+ Ke could come use my 
^>ool oh days wKeh i+ wash + +oo CROWDED. 

Bu+ +Ka+ didh + seem +o cKeer Kim u^> a+ ALL. 



Hopefully Rowley will come arouhd, +Kou<jK> because 
X m ho+ sure X cah deal wi+K +Kis kihd of drama 
every day. 


Af+er dihher +ohicjK+, Mom asked Ker -friehd wKo s 
a real+or +o come over ahd Kel-p us sell OUR Kouse. 
So we weh+ from room +o room, ahd Mrs. LacjKari 
+old us wU+ we were ^ohha K<*Ve +o CHANGE 
before we could ^>u+ i+ oh +Ke marke+. 
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SKe said we were ^ohha heed +o replace our 
car^>e+S; ^ive every+hih^ a fresh coa+ of ^>aih+; 
ahd ^>u+ hew +ile ih +he ki+cheh ahd t>a+hrooros. 

A^d +h<*+ was jus+ -for STARTERS. 



Mrs. La<jh<*ri said +h<*+ we'd We +0 +ake dowh 
our fa roily ^ho+os, because buyers like +0 ima^ihe 
TMEMSELVES livih^ ih +he house. VJell; +ha+ was 
fihe wi+h ME; because +here are SOME ^>ic+ures 
+h<*+ should Ve coroe dowh a loh^ TIME a<jo. 




























Xheh Mrs. LagKari +olci us +h<*+ wKeh we have ah 
o^>eh house, we should lock +he baser'>eh+ door so 
ho ohe sees wh<*Vs dowh +here. 



Xhe Us+ +hihc^ Mrs. La^hari +old os is +h<*+ r^os+ 
of our furhi+ure is "ou+da+ed/ ahd we should 
^rohahy Jus+ cover i+ u^> wi+h shee+s for +he o^>eh 
house. X +h»’hk +h<*+ hur+ Mons feelih^s, ahd she 
said ^>eo^le would LOVE her +as+e ih furhi+ure. 
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Bu+ Mrs. La^hari said +ha+ if we dicta + do all +he 
+h«V\gs she reconmehded^ shed have a hard +ine 
sellih^ our house. So Mon said ih THAT case we d 
sell +he house OURSELVES,, ahd she showed 
Mrs. La^hari +o +he door. 


X ^uess +his neahs Mon ahd Mrs. Lacjhari areh + 
FRIENDS ahynore. Bu+ +haVs OK; because weVe 
noVihg sooh ANYWAY. 



Mon wah+s +o ^>roVe our house is grea+ +he 
way i+ IS; so we re +ryihg +o sell i+ wi+hou+ 
nakihg ahy bicj chahges. The o^>eh house was 
+his afterhooh; bu+ we s^>eh+ +he whole WEEK 
ge++ihg ready for i+. 

















£+ was MY Jot +o wri+e +He descri^+ioh +o ^>os+ 
ohlihe. Ahd X 30+ a li++le crea+ive +0 +ry ahd 
make i+ s+ahd oirt. 


Four-bedroom house with three 
bathrooms in nice neighborhood. 
Home of former bank robber. 
Possible gold/rare coins buried 
under floorboards. 


Vsle +ook ^Ho+os o*f every room ahd ^os+ed +Hose, 
+00. XHe House was a MESS wHeh we +ook +He 
^ic+ureSj +Kou^Kj so we had +o move sortie s+u-f-f 
<*rouhd +0 make i+ LOOK cleoh. 
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T \\t o^>eh Kouse s+ar+ed a+ hooh, ahd we really 
Had +o scramble +o ^e+ eVery+hiVuj hice ahd hea+. 
VJe did +Ke bes+ we could ahd 30+ ou+ of +Here 
Jus+ before ^eo^le s+ar+ed +o arrive. 


Bu+ i+ was kihd of Hard si++ih^ +Here doihcj 

NOTHING wHile +o+al STRANGERS were <joih^ 

ih+o our House. 



Mom said hohe of +He ^>eo^le a+ our o^>eh House 
ac+ually khew we were +He OWNERS, so WE 
could ^>re+ehd +0 be cHeckih^ +He ^>lace ou+, TOO. 
A^d +H<*+ wa^ we could lis+eh ih oh wH<*+ eVeryohe 
was sayihq. 
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Well, X +hou<jh+ +h<*+ souhded kihd of FUN, so 
X weh+ ihside wi+h Mon. Bu+ everyohe ELSE ih 
+he Fa nil 
tc^ck ih +Ke VAh. 


+hou0h+ i+ was a dun{> ideA Ahd s+A^ed 


X+ +urhs ou+ +he s^>yih^ ideA was a MISTAKE, 
+H0U3K. Mos+ of +he ^>eo^le didh + have Alry+hihcj 
NICE +0 sa^ a1>ou+ our house, Ahd i+ was kihd of 
+ou^h heArih^ a11 +he cri+icisn. 



Bu+ X +h»'hk Mon was +Akih^ i+ a li++le harder +^Ah 
X was. BecAuse wheheVer soneohe had sone+hihcj 

NEGATIVE +0 say, she d s^eAk u^>. 
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THE WALLPAPER 
IN THIS ROOM 
IS SO TACKY. 



WELL, I’M SURE 
WHOEVER PICKED IT' 
OUT WAS TRYING 
HER VERY BEST! 


Mom 30+ so u^>se+ +ha+ she weh+ bock 00+ +0 +he 
VAN. But X s+<yed ih +he HOUSE, because X 

washY com-for+able wi+h oil +hese rahdom s+rahgers 
^okih^ arouhd our +hihgs. 






























































Bu+ ho+ eVeryohe was ex^lorih^ +he house. "There 
were a buhch of meh ih +he ■family room wa+chihcj a 
foo+ball ^ame, ahd -from +he look of +hih<js, +hey 
had helped +hemselves +o our SNACKS. 



These ^uys were le++ih^ +heir kids ruh wild ih our 
house while +hey kicked hack ahd wa+ched TV. So 
+hey were basically usih^ +he o^>eh house for free 

BABYSITTING. 
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Sihce +hese dads werehT wa+chih^ +heir KIDS, i+ 
was u^> +o ME +o make sure +hey didh + BREAK 



Bu+ X couldh + be everywhere a+ ONCE, ahd X 
was u^s+airs chasih^ kids ou+ of our ba+hroom wheh 
+here was a loud hoise DOWNSTAIRS. 



X+ souhded like a kid +i^ed over +he FRIDGE or 
some+hihg/ so X rah dowh +o make sure hobody was 
HURT. Bu+ i+ wash+ a KID who made +he hoise, 
i+ was ohe of +Ke DADS. 
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Ohe o-f -the ^uys wen+ in+o +he laundry room 
■for more SNACKS, bu+ +ha+*s where we were 
all +he S+u-ff we couldn + hide anywhere ELSE. 




X ^uess +he noise -freaked ou+ +he o+her dads, because 
+hey scooped u^> +heir kids and lef+ in a HURRY. 



































So +HA+ was +he ehd of +he o^>eh house, ahd we 
didh + ^e+ a SINGLE offer. 


A+ dihher +ohi<jh~L eVeryohe was kihd of bummed 
ou+. Bu+ while we were doih^ +he dishes, +here 
was a khock oh +he froh+ door. 

X+ was a couple from ou+ of +owh, ahd +hey said 
+hey couldh + make i+ +o +he o^>eh house ih +ime. 
So Morn ihVi+ed +hem ih +o show +hem arouhd.The^ 
seemed ^>re++y IMPRESSED, ahd +he lady said 
EXACTLY wh<*+ Mom wah+ed +o hear. 


i just loveX 



Ahd believe i+ or ho+, +hey made ah offer ri^h+ 
oh +he s^>o+. 
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Sa+urday 

+o +ell Rowley we were 
sellih^ our house, tu+ X didhT wah+ a re^>ea+ o-f 
wh<*+ ha^ehed +he LAST +ime we +alked atou+ i+. 


X khew X was <johha h<*Ve 


X came u^> wi+h ah idea ■for how +o h<*hdle i+ 
THIS +ime arouhd. There s a Pres+oh Pla+y^>us 
took oh +his EXACT sutjec+, ahd X -figured i+ 
PERFECT way +0 
+he idea o-f me moVihcj. So X trou^h+ +he took 
wi+h me +o his house +his a-f+erhooh. 



was +he 


VResToN PiaWs 


Says Farewell 
to a Friend 


















X+ fel+ a li++le AWKWARD readih^ <x s+ory +o 
ey. Bu+ 

read +o so he made himself comfor+atle. 


X +hihk he s USED +o h^vih^ books 




X doh + really +hihk +he message of +he took 

was <je++ih<j THROUGH +o Rowley +hoo^h. A^d 
+he s+ory kihd of made me MAD; airy way. X+ 
was abou+ how Pres+oh Pla+y^us has a bes+ friehd 
hamed Pelicah Pe+e ; ahd +hey do EVERYTHING 

+o^e+her. 


\ 



Bu+ +heh ohe day Pelicah Pe+e says he's MOVING; 
ahd ?rzs^oY\ Pla+y^us is sad. A^d X was FINE 
wi+h +he s+ory +o +ha+ ^oih+. 


























Theh Pres+oh s mom +ells Kirn he II make NEW 
-frizes af+er Pe+e moves, ahd every+hihcj will work 
ou+ -for +he tes+. Sure ehou^h; ty +he ehd of +he 

took; +Us EXACTLY wh<*+ ha^ehs. 


And so Preston and his NEW pals 
had fun all summer long. 



THE END 


So basically Pres+oh Pla+y^>us for^e+s abou+ Pelicah 
Pe+e; ahd all +heir years of friehdshi^ doh'+ meah 
a THING. Ahd we heVer fihd ou+ wh<*+ h<*^ehs 
+o Pelicah Pe+e or if he's h<*^y ih HIS hew 
heicjhtorhood. 
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X +houcjK+ abou+ wri+ih^ ah ahc^ry Ie++er +o 
wKoeVer WROTE +Kis cjarbacje. Bu+ of course 
Rowley LIKED +Ke s+ory; ahd Ke wah+ed me +o 
read Kin ANOTHER ohe. 

X decided +o jus+ s+o^> dahcih^ arouhd +Ke issue 
ahd +ell Rowley wK<*+ was REALLY <joih<j oh. A^d 
+He secohd X did; X REGRETTED i+. 



X +old Rowley +o +ry ho+ +o ^e+ +oo worked u^> 
because i+ wash + a dohe deal ye+. Bu+ ho+Kih<j X 
said made ahy differehce. 


X Had +o +ell Rowley +Ha+ if He was cjohha be so 
DRAMATIC; X was 3 oih 3 HOME. 






















So +Keh Rowley promised hed kee^> hinself 
+o^e+Ker -f ahd Ke DID; bu+ jus+ BARELY. 



of +His. X probably should Ve seh+ him a ^>os+card 
AFTER X moved; because +ha+ would ve beeh a lo+ 
easier oh BOTH of os. 


Vledhesd<y 

Ik ovfY\zrs of +he house wi+h +he ^>ool acce^+ed 
our offer ; so X ^uess +his is really HAPPENING. 

The ^>eo^>le who are buyihg OUR ^>lace did a home 
ihs^ec+ioh over +he weekehd> ahd +hey fouhd a 
few +hih^s weVe ^ohha have +o fix before +hey1l 
buy +he house. The mos+ SERIOUS issue was 
a problem wi+h +he ceilih^ uhderhea+h Mon ahd 
Pad's shower. 















A^<*reh+ly +Ka+ closed draih was a 

problem +Kah we THOUGHT. The -floorboards 
uhder +he ka+hroon +ile were +o+ally ro++ed ou+, so 
how we re <johha have +o REPLACE +hem. 

VsleVe lucky ho+R’h^ TERRIBLE ever ha^ehed. 
Because X cah +Rhk of +Kih^s eVeh worse +hah +he 

GROUT. 

b ?\p°S & 


</v^i 


irfQg? 
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The o+Ker +hihg +he tubers wah+ us +o do is ^e+ 
rici oF +he HOT TUB , because +hey have youhcj 
kids ahd +heyVe worried abou+ SAFETY. A^d X'n 
100% wi+h +hen oh THAT ohe. 

How +h<*+ X khow For SURE we re noVihcj, X 
Have a TOTALLY diFFereh+ a++i+ude abou+ school. 
Sihce i+s alnos+ sumner, X asked Mon iF X could 
SKIP classes For +he res+ oF +he year. 

Bu+ she said iF X doh+ 30 +o school, +hey could 
+hrow her ahd Pad ih JAIL. X +hou^h+ abou+ 
whe+her or ho+ +h<*+ would be WORTH i+, bu+ X 


decided X could jus+ suck i+ u^> For a li++le while 
loh^er. 



m 



























X realized +K<*+ hex+ year X woh + be <joih<j +o 
school wi+K +Kese kids, ahd +h<*+s w^a+ ^aVe me 

til Beck; 

Biology 

Had a crusK oh Her ever sihce fif+H ^rade. 


' Ah+oh +H<*+ X 
1 +olJ Becky 1'J 


+He courage +o fihally ■+ 
LIKED Her. So dorih^ 



Bu+ Becky weh+ s+rai^H+ +o +He TEACHER , 
ahd five mihirtes la+er X Had <* hew lab ^>ar+her. 
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XKd+s ho+ eVeh my WORST problem, +Kou<jK* 
H.Ver sihce X +oU Rowley +Kd+ we re officidlly 
MOVING, Ke s beeh d +o+dl MESS. ^Veh 

+Kou^K Ke kee^>s ^>romisih<j Ke s ho+ ^ohhd op dll 

BLUBBERY oh me, +Ke smdlles+ +Kih<j cdh se+ 

Kim o*ff. 








A*d even wHeh He IS kee^ih^ i+ +o^e+Ker, He 
s+ill s<xys +Kese Irt+le +Hihgs +H<*+ moke me -feel 
GUILTY at>oirt moving. 
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a JESS THIS IS THE LAST\ 
IME WE’LL EVER EAT \ 

GRILLED CHEESE i 

NDWICHES TOGETHER?/ 



Oh +he way home from school +oday, we h<*d +o walk 
ih +he ^rass because +hey d jus+ repaved +he sidewalk. 
Bu+ +h<*+ ^ave Rowley ah IDEA. He said we should 
wri+e our NAMES ih +he cemeh+ wi+h a s+ick ahd 
? u+ “BEST FRIENDS" uhderhea+h. 



X+ made me a li++le uhcomfor+able wri+ih<j ih 

some+hihg so PERMANENT +hou^h , especially 

sihce X didhT khow wha+ +he friehd si+ua+ioh 
be ih my hew 
meh+ioh +h<*+ +o Rowley, because X khew i+ would 
se+ him off a^aih. 



i<jhborhood. X didh+ wahha 











So X wro+e some ex+ra s+uff wi+K +he s+icjc +o 
cjive me a li++le wienie room, jus+ ih case. 


$ Rowley 




z best - 

friends 


* 



* curren+l 


7 


So+orci< 


S4- 


ScKool ehde<J <x week ahd wHile eVeryohe 
ELSE is already ehjoyih^ +Heir summer Vaca+ioh , 
we’ve beeh PACKING. 
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Mom crea+ed a bihder ahd a schedule for everyohe 
ih +he family, ahd we re all res^ohsible for boxihcj 
u^> our owh s+uff. X+s ^ohha be TIGHT, bu+ 

v 

show u^> hex+ weekehd. 


+he +ime +he moVih^ +rucks 


we 


should be dohe 


The ^ersoh who s +akih^ +he LONGEST is DAD. 
He wah+s +o make sure hohe of his Civil VJar 
■fi^urfats break; so he's usih^ a whole roll of bubble 
wra^> for each ONE. 



Morns beeh ho^ih^ our hei^hbors would +hrow us a 
^oihg-away ^ar+y, bu+ wi+h all +he cohs+ruc+ioh 
over +he ^>as+ moh+h; were ho+ +ha+ POPULAR 
arouhd here. So Mom decided we d jus+ +hrow a 
? ar+y for OURSELVES. 
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The ^>ar+y was TONIGHT. Vie d seh+ ou+ 
ihVi+a+iohs +o jus+ atou+ eVeryohe oh our s+ree+, 
we se+ eVery+Kihg u^> ih our 




Rodrick was exci+ed, because Mon ahd Pad 
were le++ih^ Kis t>ahd ^>lay, ahd +Key were eVeh 
PAYING Rn. Vie were s+ill busy 
+Ke -firs+ ^ues+s s+ar+ed +o arrive. 




X washY sure if X should eVeh INVITE Rowley 
+o +Ke ^ar+y, because X was afraid Ke ni^K+ K<*Ve 
aho+Ker breakdowh. Bu+ X was ac+ually really 
K*^y +o see Kin. 
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His ^areh+s seemed TOO, ahd X almos+ 

30+ +He feelihg +hey were GLAD X was moVihcj. 


Rowley said he had a GIFT for ne, which was a 
^iah+ collate wi+h a buhch of ^>ic+ures of us cNzr 
+he years. A^d Trho+ ^ohha lie, i+ cjo+ me a 
li++le choked uy. 


8CST fRlCWQS 
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X was kihd of RELIEVED +ha+ s all Rowley s 
<jif+ was. Because +he way Ke's beeh ac+ih^ la+ely, 
X wouldh*+ be surprised if he ^aVe me ohe of Kis 
FINGERS or some+bwh^. 


ih my NEW 

bedroom +o rernihd me of all +he fuh s+uff we did 
+o^e+Ker. A^d X doh + khow if +here was a lo+ 
of ^olleh ih +Ke air +ohi^h+ or WHAT, bu+ ri^h+ 

ih my eye. 





Xhihgs were ^e++ih^ a li++le +oo +ouchy-feely for 
me, +Kou^K; so X was ^lad wheh more ^>eo^le 
s+ar+ed +o arrive a+ +he ^>ar+y. 
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X+ picked u^> really FAST from +here. Rodricks 
tahd s+ar+ed ^layihcj ou+ oh +he tack deck, ahd 
+Ke music a-Hrac+ed some +eeha^ers who were a+ 
a hi^h school ^radua+ioh ^>ar+y a few doors dowh. 
Theh i+ seemed like eVeryohe oh our s+ree+ was a+ 
our ^>ar+y all a+ ONCE, ahd i+ 30+ CRAZY. 
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Our ^>ar"ty was ^re++y WILD, bu+ i+ was 

NOTHING com^Ared +o NANNY S. A^d His 

^Ar-ty was s+ill <joih<j s+roh^ wHeh X +urv\ed in -for 

+He hi^K+. 


' n i V _ n j n j 



o © 


t©=o=ep 



SuhdAy 

X Kt^Ve +o dicimi+j Ias+ hi<jh+ was a lo+ of FUN. 

Bu+ X^ kihd of SAD, tecAuse jus+ w heh +Ki^s 
Are ^e++ih0 GOOD Arouhd here, weVe LEAVING. 

X was +He -firs+ ohe ih +he house AWAke +odAy, 

Ahd wKeh X looked ou+ +he wihdow, X khew we 
were ih for a lohg dAy of cleAhu^>. 
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X wished we s+ill K<*d +K<*+ DUMPSTER, because 


+Ha+ would Ve made +hihgs a whole lo+ EASIER. 



VJKile X was looking over +Ke froh+ lawh, +wo bicj 
moVih^ +rucks gulled u^> aloh^ +Ke curt. X was 
kihd of CONFUSED, because our move was s+ill a 
week away. 

A few ^uys ^o+ ou+ of +Ke +rucks, ahd ohe of 
+Kem came +o our froh+ door. So X weh+ ou+ +o 

MEET Kim. 
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The mAh +old me h»s +eam was re Ady +o s+Ar+ 
^u++ihg our s+uff ih+o +he +rucks, Ahd +hey 
heeded +o come ihside +he house. By how, Mom h<*d 
come dowhs+Airs Ahd was a+ +he froh+ door. 

She +old +he $uy he was a week EARLY, Ahd 
+h<*+ +he move WASh + uh+il NEXT Suhday. Bu+ 
he gulled ou+ a coh+rAc+ +1>a+ showed TODAY'S 
cjo+e as +he moVihg dAy, Ahd i+ h<*d Moms 

signature oh +he to++om. 



Morn +old +he ^uy she mAde a MISTAKE, Ahd 
+h*+ we wereh + READY +o move ye+. He +old 
her +he de^osH* was "hohrefuhdable," Ahd +h<*+ if 
we d*dh + move TODAY, we d lose +he mohey we 
AlreAdy ^>Aid. 
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Mow Mom was in a PANIC. She woke everyone o^> 
and +old os +o ^e+ PACKING. "The movers said 
we had a +wo-hoor window +o tje+ everything oh+o 
the trocks, so we really had +o HUSTLE. 



so nothing got DAMAGED. But now there was no 


TIME for that. 
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The movers REALLY didh + care i-f our s+uFf <jo+ 
broken. A^d +H<*Vs wHy i+ was probably a bad idea 
+o le+ +Kem ^ack u^> our DISHES. 


! 



Morn asked +He movers +o jus+ -focus oh +He 
FURNITURE ihs+ead, and +Hey weh+ down +o 
+He basemeh+ +o s+ar+ +Here. 


Then someohe rah^ +He doorbell. X+ was +He cjuy 
we Hired +o +ake +He HOT TUB away, and His 
crahe was parked ih our froh+ yard. 


Vii+H eVery+Hihg ELSE ^oihcj oh a+ +He House, 
+His was ^>re++y +errible TIMING. 
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X he crahe o^>era+or ex^laihed +h<*+ he couldh + ^e+ 
his Vehicle ih+o our backyard wi+hou+ ruhhihg over 
our hei^htor's -flower ^ardeh, so his ^>lah was +0 
li-ft +he ho+ +ut> OVER +he house. 



Xh<*+ souhded a li++le crazy +0 ME, bu+ X -figured 
+his ^uy probably khew wh<*+ he was doih^. 
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X sKowed +Ke cjuy where +he ho+ +ub was, ahd he 
^u+ some s+ra^>s arouhci i+. Theh he a++ached +he 
s+ra^>s +o a ^iah+ HOOK ahd lif+ed +he ho+ +ub 
oFF +he deck. 



Bu+ wheh he +ned +o tack Kis Vehicle u^>, he 
COULDN'T, because +he movers had ^>iled a 
buhch o-f FURNITURE ih our ^ard. So how +he 
ha+ +ub was dahglih^ above our ROOF. 
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As rf +Ke whole si+im+ioh wash+ s+ress-ful ehough 

ALREADY oil of o soddeh ROWLEY showed o^> 

in my -froh+ yard. 
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Bu+ X didh + h<*Ve TIME +o deal wi+h Rowley 
because how X h<*d a NEW problem. 


Xh<*+ ^uy -from 

ih ■froh+ o-f our house, ahd he was +akih^ +he 
FURNITURE +ha+ +he movers h<*d lef+ by 
+he curt. A^d +h<*+s wheh X remembered i+ 
was SUNDAY; which is +he da y we leave our 
TRASH ou+. 


Vslhirley S+ree+ had gulled u^> 



Bu+ +he crahe o^era+or +hou^h+ X was ^ivih^ him 
a sighal +h<*+ i+ was OK +o back u^> his Vehicle, 
which is wh<*+ he DID. 
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A^d +H<*+ was +he ehd of our livihcj room COUCH. 



^TKe CRANE s+o^ed, bu+ +he Ko+ +ub DIDNT. 
X+ s+ar+ed swih^ih^ ih crazy circles above +he 
House, ahd +Keh i+ slanged ih+o our CHIMNEY. 
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TKe tricks slid off +te roof ahd jus+ missed my 
PARENTS, wko tad come ou+side +o see wt<»+ all 
+Ke COMMOTION WAS. 



T'M'H yM> 

A'f+er +h<*+, X +hou^h+ i+ was OVER, becAuse X 
coulcihY imAcjihe Ahy+hih^ ELSE ^A^ehih^. Bu+ 
Some+hihg DID. 


Some was^>s had t>uil+ a hes+ ih our CHIL 1 NEY, 
which ex^Lihs how +hey were ^e++ih^ ih+o +he 
house aII +his +»me. Ahd how +hey were LOOSE, 
lookih 3 i or REVENGE. 

Vie aII rAh -for cover ihside +he house, hu+ +he crAhe 

WASh + <^uick 



ehou^h +o <je+ aw Ay. 
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XKe was^>s -flew ih +Ke cabih of Kis Vehicle, 
wKicK made Kim kick +Ke lever +Ka+ released +Ke 

HOT TUB ; wKicK fell +Krou<jK +Ke ROOF. 


A^d a+ +K<*+ ^>oih+, +o +ell +Ke +ru+K, X was 
kihd of RELIEVED. Because how X khew for 
SURE+K<*+ +Kih^s really couldh+ <je+ avy 
WORSE. 



a 
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Thursday 

sphere was one tri^h+ spo+ from wh<*+ happened 
over +Ke weekend; and i+s +h<*+ Rodrick made i+ 
+hrough +he experience ALIVE. 

Xhe Ko+ +uh landed snack in +he middle of his 
BEDROOM, so we +hou^h+ he <jo+ CRUSHED. 


Bu+ when +he movers had hauled Rodrick s ted ou+ 
of +he tasemen+, +hey loaded i+ on+o one of +he 
+rucks and +ook him WITH i+. 



supposed +o tuy OUR house pulled ou+, and +ha+ 
mean+ we couldn + afford +he NEW one. So X 
^uess +ha+ means weVe STUCK here for a while. 
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Xo be hohes+ wi+h you, X m ho+ +o+ally sure X 
was ready +o move, ahyway. Lookihcj for a hew 
bes+ fnehd would've beeh a hu^e hassle, ahd 
besides, +here's so much more X heed +o TEACH 
Rowley before X 30. 





Xhere's probably a LESSON X could learh from 
+his whole ex^eriehce, like "be ha^y wi+h wha+ 
you've 30+” or "+here's ho ^>lace like home” or +ha+ 
sor+ of +hihg. Bu+ +ha+ s +he kihd of corhy s+uff 
+hey ^>u+ ih books for li++le kids. 


So here s +he lessoh I LI +akih<j away from all 
+his* Poh + be la+e for ah old lady s fuheral. 
Because believe me, shell make you PAY. 
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An unexpected inheritance 
gives Greg Heffley's family 
a chance to make big changes 
to their house. But they soon 
find that home improvement 
isn't all it's cracked up to be. 


Once the walls come down, 
all sorts of problems start to 
crop up. Rotten wood, toxic 
(j mold, unwelcome critters, and- 
something even more sinister 
all make Greg and his family^ 
wonder if the renovations j 
t are worth the trouble. 3 


When the dust finally settles, will the Heffleys be able to 
stay ... or will they need to get out of town? 
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